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This "admiring and absorbing biography" (Deborah Solomon, The New York Times Book Review) charts Sam
Wagstaff's incalculable influence on contemporary art, photography, and gay identity. 

A legendary curator, collector, and patron of the arts, Sam Wagstaff was a "figure who stood at the
intersection of gay life and the art world and brought glamour and daring to both" (Andrew Solomon). Now,
in Philip Gefter's groundbreaking biography, he emerges as a cultural visionary. Gefter documents the
influence of the man who—although known today primarily as the mentor and lover of Robert
Mapplethorpe—"almost invented the idea of photography as art" (Edmund White). Wagstaff: Before and
After Mapplethorpe braids together Wagstaff's personal transformation from closeted society bachelor to a
rebellious curator with a broader portrait of the tumultuous social, cultural, and sexual upheavals of the
1960s, '70s, and '80s, creating a definitive portrait of a man and his era.
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From reader reviews:

George Green:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Wagstaff:
Before and After Mapplethorpe: A Biography? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside
you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have different opinion?

Gregg Spencer:

The experience that you get from Wagstaff: Before and After Mapplethorpe: A Biography could be the more
deep you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Wagstaff: Before and After Mapplethorpe: A Biography
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in a number of way that can
be understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This
kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can
go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this
specific Wagstaff: Before and After Mapplethorpe: A Biography instantly.

Joel Kiser:

Often the book Wagstaff: Before and After Mapplethorpe: A Biography has a lot of information on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Bernard Taylor:

Wagstaff: Before and After Mapplethorpe: A Biography can be one of your starter books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Wagstaff: Before and
After Mapplethorpe: A Biography however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and
based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily
drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.
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