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The relationship between military leaders and political leaders has always been a complicated one, especially
in times of war. When the chips are down, who should run the show -- the politicians or the generals? In
Supreme Command, Eliot Cohen examines four great democratic war statesmen -- Abraham Lincoln,
Georges Clemenceau, Winston Churchill, and David Ben-Gurion -- to reveal the surprising answer: the
politicians. Great states-men do not turn their wars over to their generals, and then stay out of their way.
Great statesmen make better generals of their generals. They question and drive their military men, and at
key times they overrule their advice. The generals may think they know how to win, but the statesmen are
the ones who see the big picture.
Lincoln, Clemenceau, Churchill, and Ben-Gurion led four very different kinds of democracy, under the most
difficult circumstances imaginable. They came from four very different backgrounds -- backwoods lawyer,
dueling French doctor, rogue aristocrat, and impoverished Jewish socialist.Yet they faced similar challenges,
not least the possibility that their conduct of the war could bring about their fall from power. Each exhibited
mastery of detail and fascination with technology. All four were great learners, who studied war as if it were
their own profession, and in many ways mastered it as well as did their generals. All found themselves
locked in conflict with military men. All four triumphed.
Military men often dismiss politicians as meddlers, doves, or naifs. Yet military men make mistakes. The art
of a great leader is to push his subordinates to achieve great things. The lessons of the book apply not just to
President Bush and other world leaders in the war on terrorism, but to anyone who faces extreme adversity at
the head of a free organization -- including leaders and managers throughout the corporate world.
The lessons of Supreme Command will be immediately apparent to all managers and leaders, as well as
students of history.
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From reader reviews:

Roderick Donnell:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Supreme
Command: Soldiers, Statesmen and Leadership in Wartime? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Paula Royce:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Supreme Command:
Soldiers, Statesmen and Leadership in Wartime suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous
writer in this era. The actual book untitled Supreme Command: Soldiers, Statesmen and Leadership in
Wartimeis the main of several books in which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know
just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the
core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world within this book.

Samuel Crader:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled
Supreme Command: Soldiers, Statesmen and Leadership in Wartime the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get previous to. The Supreme Command: Soldiers, Statesmen and Leadership in Wartime
giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for
your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and
mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Irene Navarro:

The book untitled Supreme Command: Soldiers, Statesmen and Leadership in Wartime contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read
this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and



order it. Have a nice read.
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