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Divine Mirrors: The Virgin Mary in the Visual Arts
Through a unique and stunning collection of paintings, sculpture, rare books, and works on paper, Divine
Mirrors examines the complex relationship between sacred imagery and secular identity in the art of the
Madonna.

This magnificent work--born from a multi-year project that included a museum exhibition, scholarly
symposium, and reinstallation of a segment of the permanent collection of the Davis Museum and Cultural
Center at Wellesley College--features the work of such renowned artists as Il Pintoricchio, Mantegna,
Munch, and Léger, alongside fresh, undiscovered masters and little-known works of art. The book's fifty
catalogue entries range from a rare thirteenth-century panel painting to a specially commissioned artwork
exploring the intersection of religion and modern life.

This volume investigates everything from non-Western perceptions of European religious practices to the
Virgin Mary's voice in musical composition. In the opening essay "The Many Names of the Mother of God"
noted scholar Robert A. Orsi considers why images of Mary offer contemporary Americans such a powerful
visual experience. Unlike paintings and sculptures created solely for aesthetic contemplation, Orsi writes,
images of Mary are more than just artistic representations--they become for us an embodiment of the Virgin
Mother herself. Then, moving into the historical realm, editor Melissa R. Katz guides us on a twenty-century
chronological tour that explores the intersection of art history and world history in representations of Mary.

Katz's essay "Regarding Mary: Women's Lives Reflected in the Virgin's Image" takes the elements of
Marian iconography most relevant to the study of art and weaves them together to provide a guide for
modern audiences to engage with the religious origins of our common artistic legacy. Filled with fascinating
information, this important work requires no particular background in art history, religion, or the Bible.
Readers of all levels will be rewarded with an in-depth encounter of a remarkable and complex figure.
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From reader reviews:

Carlos Lauzon:

The knowledge that you get from Divine Mirrors: The Virgin Mary in the Visual Arts could be the more
deep you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Divine Mirrors: The Virgin Mary in the Visual Arts
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This
book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go
to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this Divine Mirrors: The
Virgin Mary in the Visual Arts instantly.

David Peacock:

This Divine Mirrors: The Virgin Mary in the Visual Arts are generally reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this Divine Mirrors: The Virgin Mary in the Visual
Arts can be one of many great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but
feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely
handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and
printed versions. Beside that this Divine Mirrors: The Virgin Mary in the Visual Arts forcing you to have an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

April Cotton:

Typically the book Divine Mirrors: The Virgin Mary in the Visual Arts will bring someone to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book Divine Mirrors: The Virgin Mary in the Visual
Arts is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can
more easily to read the book.

Gabriel Badger:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just in search of the Divine Mirrors: The Virgin Mary in the Visual Arts when you essential it?
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