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How did the United States, a nation known for protecting the "right to remain silent" become notorious for
condoning and using controversial tactics like water boarding and extraordinary rendition to extract
information? What forces determine the laws that define acceptable interrogation techniques and how do
they shift so quickly from one extreme to another?

In Confessions of Guilt, esteemed scholars George C. Thomas III and Richard A. Leo tell the story of how,
over the centuries, the law of interrogation has moved from indifference about extreme force to concern over
the slightest pressure, and back again. The history of interrogation in the Anglo-American world, they reveal,
has been a swinging pendulum rather than a gradual continuum of violence.

Exploring a realist explanation of this pattern, Thomas and Leo demonstrate that the law of interrogation and
the process of its enforcement are both inherently unstable and highly dependent on the perceived levels of
threat felt by a society. Laws react to fear, they argue, and none more so than those that govern the treatment
of suspected criminals.

From England of the late eighteenth century to America at the dawn of the twenty-first, Confessions of Guilt
traces the disturbing yet fascinating history of interrogation practices, new and old, and the laws that govern
them. Thomas and Leo expertly explain the social dynamics that underpin the continual transformation of
interrogation law and practice and look critically forward to what their future might hold.
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From reader reviews:

William Powell:

The book Confessions of Guilt: From Torture to Miranda and Beyond make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when
you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book Confessions of
Guilt: From Torture to Miranda and Beyond for being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add
your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if
you like start and read a e-book Confessions of Guilt: From Torture to Miranda and Beyond. Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Leon Fisher:

The book Confessions of Guilt: From Torture to Miranda and Beyond will bring someone to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Confessions of Guilt: From Torture to
Miranda and Beyond is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web
site, so you can easier to read the book.

Mable Watkins:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from that.
1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on and
with addition associated with. Even you love Confessions of Guilt: From Torture to Miranda and Beyond,
you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading
friends.

Craig Rushing:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Confessions of Guilt: From Torture to
Miranda and Beyond can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have
than the others?
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