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Power, Speed, and Form is the first accessible account of the engineering behind eight breakthrough
innovations that transformed American life from 1876 to 1939--the telephone, electric power, oil refining,
the automobile, the airplane, radio, the long-span steel bridge, and building with reinforced concrete.
Beginning with Thomas Edison's system to generate and distribute electric power, the authors explain the
Bell telephone, the oil refining processes of William Burton and Eugene Houdry, Henry Ford's Model T car
and the response by General Motors, the Wright brothers' airplane, radio innovations from Marconi to
Armstrong, Othmar Ammann's George Washington Bridge, the reinforced concrete structures of John
Eastwood and Anton Tedesko, and in the 1930s, the Chrysler Airflow car and the Douglas DC-3 airplane.

These innovations used simple numerical ideas, which the Billingtons integrate with short narrative accounts
of each breakthrough--a unique and effective way to introduce engineering and how engineers think. The
book shows how the best engineering exemplifies efficiency, economy and, where possible, elegance. With
Power, Speed, and Form, educators, first-year engineering students, liberal arts students, and general readers
now have, for the first time in one volume, an accessible and readable history of engineering achievements
that were vital to America's development and that are still the foundations of modern life.
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From reader reviews:

Kurtis Henry:

The book Power, Speed, and Form: Engineers and the Making of the Twentieth Century can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a
book Power, Speed, and Form: Engineers and the Making of the Twentieth Century? Several of you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give
for each other; you could share all of these. Book Power, Speed, and Form: Engineers and the Making of the
Twentieth Century has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
seem the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Terra Runyan:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question because just
their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this Power, Speed, and Form: Engineers and
the Making of the Twentieth Century to read.

Valerie Herrera:

This Power, Speed, and Form: Engineers and the Making of the Twentieth Century book is not really
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book
is information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This Power, Speed, and Form: Engineers and the Making of
the Twentieth Century without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry Power, Speed, and Form: Engineers and the Making of the
Twentieth Century can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Power, Speed, and Form: Engineers and
the Making of the Twentieth Century having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you
will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Christopher Gobert:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that



recommended to you personally is Power, Speed, and Form: Engineers and the Making of the Twentieth
Century this book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of
you.
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