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In Gorgias and the New Sophistic Rhetoric, Bruce McComiskey achieves three rhetorical goals: he treats a
single sophist's rhetorical technê (art) in the context of the intellectual upheavals of fifth-century bce Greece,
thus avoiding the problem of generalizing about a disparate group of individuals; he argues that we must
abandon Platonic assumptions regarding the sophists in general and Gorgias in particular, opting instead for
a holistic reading of the Gorgianic fragments; and he reexamines the practice of appropriating sophistic
doctrines, particularly those of Gorgias, in light of the new interpretation of Gorgianic rhetoric offered in this
book.

In the first two chapters, McComiskey deals with a misconception based on selective and Platonic readings
of the extant fragments: that Gorgias's rhetorical technê involves the deceptive practice of manipulating
public opinion. This popular and ultimately misleading interpretation of Gorgianic doctrines has been the
basis for many neosophistic appropriations. The final three chapters deal with the nature and scope of
neosophistic rhetoric in light of the non-Platonic and holistic interpretation of Gorgianic rhetoric
McComiskey postulates in his opening chapters. He concludes by examining the future of communication
studies to discover what roles neosophistic doctrines might play in the twenty-first century.

McComiskey also provides a selective bibliography of scholarship on sophistic rhetoric and philosophy in
English since 1900.
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From reader reviews:

Beverly Brown:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Gorgias and the New Sophistic Rhetoric (Rhetorical Philosophy &
Theory). Try to make the book Gorgias and the New Sophistic Rhetoric (Rhetorical Philosophy & Theory) as
your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding
course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much
more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Larry Brackett:

The book Gorgias and the New Sophistic Rhetoric (Rhetorical Philosophy & Theory) make one feel enjoy
for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a
book Gorgias and the New Sophistic Rhetoric (Rhetorical Philosophy & Theory) for being your habit, you
can get considerably more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a few
or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a book Gorgias and the New
Sophistic Rhetoric (Rhetorical Philosophy & Theory). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Kathleen Huckaby:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Gorgias and the New Sophistic
Rhetoric (Rhetorical Philosophy & Theory) book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of
course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Cherie Fidler:

Typically the book Gorgias and the New Sophistic Rhetoric (Rhetorical Philosophy & Theory) has a lot
details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous
author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after perusing this book.
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