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Saxophone virtuoso Charlie Bird Parker began playing professionally in his early teens, became a heroin
addict at 16, changed the course of music, and then died when only 34 years old. His friend Robert Reisner
observed, Parker, in the brief span of his life, crowded more living into it than any other human being. Like
Louis Armstrong, Duke Ellington, Miles Davis, and John Coltrane, he was a transitional composer and
improviser who ushered in a new era of jazz by pioneering bebop and influenced subsequent generations of
musicians. Â  Meticulously researched and written, Bird: The Life and Music of Charlie Parker tells the story
of his life, music, and career. This new biography artfully weaves together firsthand accounts from those
who knew him with new information about his life and career to create a compelling narrative portrait of a
tragic genius. While other books about Parker have focused primarily on his music and recordings, this
portrait reveals the troubled man behind the music, illustrating how his addictions and struggles with mental
health affected his life and career. He was alternatively generous and miserly; a loving husband and father at
home but an incorrigible philanderer on the road; and a chronic addict who lectured younger musicians about
the dangers of drugs. Above all he was a musician, who overcame humiliation, disappointment, and a life-
threatening car wreck to take wing as Bird, a brilliant improviser and composer. With in-depth research into
previously overlooked sources and illustrated with several never-before-seen images, Bird: The Life and
Music of Charlie Parker corrects much of the misinformation and myth about one of the most influential
musicians of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Darren Meekins:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
really feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Bird: The Life
and Music of Charlie Parker (Music in American Life) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Charles Payne:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day
long to reading a guide. The book Bird: The Life and Music of Charlie Parker (Music in American Life) it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the
e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this
book provides high quality.

Joshua Cameron:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or
real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Bird: The Life and Music of Charlie Parker (Music in American Life) can make
you feel more interested to read.

Mary Patterson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book. A substantial



number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Bird: The Life and
Music of Charlie Parker (Music in American Life).
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