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Seminar paper from the year 2008 in the subject English - Pedagogy, Didactics, Literature Studies, grade:
1,3, University of Cologne (Englisches Seminar), course: Proseminar Sprachwissenschaft: Western
Linguistics in the 20th century, language: English, abstract: The relationship between language, thought and
reality has always been a fascinating subject for linguists and philosophers. Special attention was paid to it in
the 20th century when Edward Sapir and Benjamin Lee Whorf published their opinions to this subject.
Whorf forms the main part of the Sapir-Whorf hypothesis, because he was introduced by Sapir to his general
approach to linguistics and then extended it in his beliefs. The term “Sapir-Whorf hypothesis” was first
introduced by J.B. Carroll and states in general that a human’s language shapes his perception of reality or in
other words, that the world as we know it is largely predetermined by the language of our culture (Jandt,
1995: 93). Occurring differences between languages do also represent the basic differences in the worldview
of different cultures (Jandt, 1995: 101).

In this survey a general introduction to the hypothesis will be given by Sapir’s and Whorf’s definition of
language. Furthermore the basic assumptions of the hypothesis will be conveyed. With the help of data taken
from different languages these assumptions will be illustrated in detail. Finally also attention will be paid to
criticism on the hypothesis.
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From reader reviews:

Dawne Feliciano:

In other case, little men and women like to read book The Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis. You can choose the best
book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a book The Sapir-Whorf
Hypothesis. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely
right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In
this era, we can open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you
feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Eleanor Yoo:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is high.
In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of The Sapir-Whorf
Hypothesis book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Betty Norsworthy:

The book untitled The Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the
woman idea with easy technique. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do definitely not
worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author brings you in the new
era of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or product, so
you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.

Jessie Loudermilk:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book The Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis to make your own
personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing when you like
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and
reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it. Beside
that the book The Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone
and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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