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Victoria Bricker shows that "history" sometimes rests on mythological foundations and that "myth" can
contain valid historical information. Her book, which is a highly original critique of postconquest
historiography about the Maya, challenges major assumptions about the relationship between myth and
history implicit in structuralist interpretations. The focus of the book is ethnic conflict, a theme that pervades
Maya folklore and is also well documented historically.

The book begins with the Spanish conquest of the Maya. In chapters on the postconquest history of the
Maya, five ethnic conflicts are treated in depth: the Cancuc revolt of 1712, the Quisteil uprising of 1761, the
Totonicapan rebellion of 1820, the Caste War of Yucatan (1847-1901), and the Chamulan uprising in 1869.
Analytical chapters consider the relationship between historical events and modern folklore about ethnic
conflict. Bricker demonstrates that myths and rituals emphasize structure at the expense of temporal and
geographical provenience, treating events separated by centuries or thousands of miles as equivalent and
interchangeable.

An unexpected result of Bricker's research is the finding that many seemingly aboriginal elements in Maya
folklore are actually of postconquest origin, and she shows that it is possible to determine precisely when
and, more important, why they become part of myth and ritual. Furthermore, she finds that the patterning of
the accretion of events in folklore over time provides clues to the function, or meaning, of myth and ritual for
the Maya.

Bricker has made use of many unpublished documents in Spanish, English, and Maya, as well as standard
synthetic historical works. The appendices contain extensive samples of the oral traditions that are explained
by her analysis.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Peters:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To
be sure that book is very important for all of us. The book The Indian Christ, the Indian King: The Historical
Substrate of Maya Myth and Ritual had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you
can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve The Indian Christ, the Indian King:
The Historical Substrate of Maya Myth and Ritual is not only giving you more new information but also to
become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to
make relationship together with the book The Indian Christ, the Indian King: The Historical Substrate of
Maya Myth and Ritual. You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Rudy Lapan:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
long to reading a book. The book The Indian Christ, the Indian King: The Historical Substrate of Maya Myth
and Ritual it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book.
These folks were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book
you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not
too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Michael Walker:

You can obtain this The Indian Christ, the Indian King: The Historical Substrate of Maya Myth and Ritual by
look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in
addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
revise. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Caitlin Cruz:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or



just trying to find the The Indian Christ, the Indian King: The Historical Substrate of Maya Myth and Ritual
when you required it?
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