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Despite contemporary attempts to revive myth, this book argues that we are living in a world without myth
and looks at what this means for humankind.

In this provocative work, Sophia Heller challenges the assumption that we cannot be without myth, that myth
is necessary to vital, soulful living. Indeed, Heller argues, we have been living in a world without myth for a
long time. The Absence of Myth examines the loss of a religious mode of being-in-the-world and
demonstrates how theorists who insist on the presence of myth deny its historical end.

Absence of myth may seem obvious: evidenced by our lack of cult and ritual, and by our de-animated natural
world, as well as in the emergence of conceptual thought and psychological awareness, which could only
arise with the dissolution of a prereflective (mythic) mode of being-in-the-world. But what appears to be
straightforward becomes complicated when myth is intentionally conflated with thought and reflection,
usually in the attempt to cultivate a “mythic consciousness” that aims to restore meaning to life and assuage
the spiritual malaise of contemporary culture.

Myth cannot rest in peace. It must be continually unearthed, redefined, and recontextualized such that
modern and postmodern notions of myth are made to substitute for something that has never been
experienced, only imagined.

Sophia Heller is an independent scholar with a Ph.D. in Mythological Studies from Pacifica Graduate
Institute. She lives in Massachusetts.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Knight:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled The Absence of Myth. Try to make book The Absence of Myth as
your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside that of
course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you
much more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make new experience
and also knowledge with this book.

Charles Melendez:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve The Absence of Myth will make you
to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of
you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Sharonda Adair:

The actual book The Absence of Myth will bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The
author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very
appropriate to you. The book The Absence of Myth is much recommended to you you just read. You can
also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

David Mathews:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Absence of Myth can make you feel more interested to read.
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