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When Pope Francis recently answered “Who am I to judge?” when asked about homosexuality, he ushered in
a new era for the Catholic church. A decade ago, it would have been unthinkable for a pope to express
tolerance for homosexuality. Yet shifts of this kind are actually common in the history of Christian groups.
Within the United States, Christian leaders have regularly revised their teachings to match the beliefs and
opinions gaining support among their members and larger society.

Mark A. Smith provocatively argues that religion is not nearly the unchanging conservative influence in
American politics that we have come to think it is. In fact, in the long run, religion is best understood as
responding to changing political and cultural values rather than shaping them. Smith makes his case by
charting five contentious issues in America’s history: slavery, divorce, homosexuality, abortion, and
women’s rights. For each, he shows how the political views of even the most conservative Christians
evolved in the same direction as the rest of society—perhaps not as swiftly, but always on the same arc.
During periods of cultural transition, Christian leaders do resist prevailing values and behaviors, but those
same leaders inevitably acquiesce—often by reinterpreting the Bible—if their positions become no longer
tenable. Secular ideas and influences thereby shape the ways Christians read and interpret their scriptures.

So powerful are the cultural and societal norms surrounding us that Christians in America today hold more in
common morally and politically with their atheist neighbors than with the Christians of earlier centuries. In
fact, the strongest predictors of people’s moral beliefs are not their religious commitments or lack thereof but
rather when and where they were born. A thoroughly researched and ultimately hopeful book on the
prospects for political harmony, Secular Faith demonstrates how, over the long run, boundaries of secular
and religious cultures converge.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Campanelli:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Secular Faith: How Culture Has Trumped
Religion in American Politics reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism Secular
Faith: How Culture Has Trumped Religion in American Politics as good book not only by the cover but also
by the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Stanley Roman:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Secular Faith: How Culture Has
Trumped Religion in American Politics which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
observe.

Virginia Mack:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Secular Faith: How Culture Has Trumped Religion
in American Politics can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have thing
that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you
to get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more
than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have Secular Faith: How
Culture Has Trumped Religion in American Politics.

Michael Kruger:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get
a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Secular Faith: How Culture Has Trumped
Religion in American Politics to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just
read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like
to start a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve Secular Faith: How Culture Has Trumped Religion in
American Politics can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of
their time.
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