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Aztec painted manuscripts and sculptural works, as well as indigenous and Spanish sixteenth-century texts,
were filled with images of foodstuffs and food processing and consumption. Both gods and humans were
depicted feasting, and food and eating clearly played a pervasive, integral role in Aztec rituals. Basic foods
were transformed into sacred elements within particular rituals, while food in turn gave meaning to the ritual
performance.

This pioneering book offers the first integrated study of food and ritual in Aztec art. Elizabeth Morán asserts
that while feasting and consumption are often seen as a secondary aspect of ritual performance, a close
examination of images of food rites in Aztec ceremonies demonstrates that the presence—or, in some cases,
the absence—of food in the rituals gave them significance. She traces the ritual use of food from the
beginning of Aztec mythic history through contact with Europeans, demonstrating how food and ritual
activity, the everyday and the sacred, blended in ceremonies that ranged from observances of births,
marriages, and deaths to sacrificial offerings of human hearts and blood to feed the gods and maintain the
cosmic order. Morán also briefly considers continuities in the use of pre-Hispanic foods in the daily life and
ritual practices of contemporary Mexico. Bringing together two domains that have previously been studied in
isolation, Sacred Consumption promises to be a foundational work in Mesoamerican studies.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Lantigua:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Sacred Consumption: Food and Ritual in Aztec Art and Culture.

Deborah Allen:

The particular book Sacred Consumption: Food and Ritual in Aztec Art and Culture will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case
you try to find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book Sacred Consumption: Food
and Ritual in Aztec Art and Culture is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book
through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Terri Mitchell:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Sacred Consumption: Food and Ritual in Aztec Art and Culture your head will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get previous to. The Sacred Consumption: Food and Ritual in Aztec Art and Culture
giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful data for your
better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be
pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Eden Cohn:

You may get this Sacred Consumption: Food and Ritual in Aztec Art and Culture by go to the bookstore or
Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this
book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try
to choose proper ways for you.
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