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IN 1945, FORTUNE MAGAZINE named Betty Crocker the second most popular American woman, right
behind Eleanor Roosevelt, and dubbed Betty America's First Lady of Food. Not bad for a gal who never
actually existed.

"Born" in 1921 in Minneapolis, Minnesota, to proud corporate parents, Betty Crocker has grown, over eight
decades, into one of the most successful branding campaigns the world has ever known. Now, at long last,
she has her own biography. Finding Betty Crocker draws on six years of research plus an unprecedented look
into the General Mills archives to reveal how a fictitious spokesperson was enthusiastically welcomed into
kitchens and shopping carts across the nation.

The Washburn Crosby Company (one of the forerunners to General Mills) chose the cheery all-American
"Betty" as a first name and paired it with Crocker, after William Crocker, a well-loved company director.
Betty was to be the newest member of the Home Service Department, where she would be a "friend" to
consumers in search of advice on baking -- and, in an unexpected twist, their personal lives.

Soon Betty Crocker had her own national radio show, which, during the Great Depression and World War II,
broadcast money-saving recipes, rationing tips, and messages of hope. Over 700,000 women joined Betty's
wartime Home Legion program, while more than one million women -- and men -- registered for the Betty
Crocker Cooking School of the Air during its twenty-seven-year run.

At the height of Betty Crocker's popularity in the 1940s, she received as many as four to five thousand letters
daily, care of General Mills. When her first full-scale cookbook, Betty Crocker's Picture Cook Book, or "Big
Red," as it is affectionately known, was released in 1950, first-year sales rivaled those of the Bible. Today,
over two hundred products bear her name, along with thousands of recipe booklets and cookbooks, an
interactive website, and a newspaper column.

What is it about Betty? In answering the question of why everyone was buying what she was selling, author
Susan Marks offers an entertaining, charming, and utterly unique look -- through words and images -- at an
American icon situated between profound symbolism and classic kitchen kitsch.
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From reader reviews:

Marcia Eberhart:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Finding Betty Crocker: The Secret Life of
America's First Lady of Food book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Tara Scribner:

The feeling that you get from Finding Betty Crocker: The Secret Life of America's First Lady of Food may
be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get considering
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Finding Betty Crocker: The Secret Life of
America's First Lady of Food giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point
in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is
well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is
easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose
you for having this specific Finding Betty Crocker: The Secret Life of America's First Lady of Food
instantly.

Sarah Winship:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Finding Betty Crocker: The Secret Life of America's First
Lady of Food was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Finding Betty
Crocker: The Secret Life of America's First Lady of Food has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character
on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and
relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.

Jamie Wallace:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. By book Finding Betty Crocker: The Secret Life of America's First Lady of Food we can consider
more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a
book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this
time book Finding Betty Crocker: The Secret Life of America's First Lady of Food. You can more inviting
than now.
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