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As portraits, private diaries, and estate inventories make clear, elite families of the Italian Renaissance were
obsessed with fashion, investing as much as forty percent of their fortunes on clothing. In fact, the most
elaborate outfits of the period could cost more than a good-sized farm out in the Mugello. Yet despite its
prominence in both daily life and the economy, clothing has been largely overlooked in the rich
historiography of Renaissance Italy. In Dressing Renaissance Florence, however, Carole Collier Frick
provides the first in-depth study of the Renaissance fashion industry, focusing on Florence, a city founded on
cloth, a city of wool manufacturers, finishers, and merchants, of silk dyers, brocade weavers, pearl dealers,
and goldsmiths. From the artisans who designed and assembled the outfits to the families who amassed
fabulous wardrobes, Frick's wide-ranging and innovative interdisciplinary history explores the social and
political implications of clothing in Renaissance Italy's most style-conscious city.

Frick begins with a detailed account of the industry itself -- its organization within the guild structure of the
city, the specialized work done by male and female workers of differing social status, the materials used and
their sources, and the garments and accessories produced. She then shows how the driving force behind the
growth of the industry was the elite families of Florence, who, in order to maintain their social standing and
family honor, made continuous purchases of clothing -- whether for everyday use or special occasions -- for
their families and households. And she concludes with an analysis of the clothes themselves: what pieces
made up an outfit; how outfits differed for men, women, and children; and what colors, fabrics, and design
elements were popular. Further, and perhaps more basically, she asks how we know what we know about
Renaissance fashion and looks to both Florence's sumptuary laws, which defined what could be worn on the
streets, and the depiction of contemporary clothing in Florentine art for the answer.

For Florence's elite, appearance and display were intimately bound up with self-identity. Dressing
Renaissance Florence enables us to better understand the social and cultural milieu of Renaissance Italy.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Wallace:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Dressing Renaissance Florence: Families, Fortunes, and Fine Clothing (The Johns
Hopkins University Studies in Historical and Political Science) book is readable by means of you who hate
the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving Dressing
Renaissance Florence: Families, Fortunes, and Fine Clothing (The Johns Hopkins University Studies in
Historical and Political Science) content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking
Dressing Renaissance Florence: Families, Fortunes, and Fine Clothing (The Johns Hopkins University
Studies in Historical and Political Science) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Ronda Tollison:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of various ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Dressing
Renaissance Florence: Families, Fortunes, and Fine Clothing (The Johns Hopkins University Studies in
Historical and Political Science), you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Walter Blankenship:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this
Dressing Renaissance Florence: Families, Fortunes, and Fine Clothing (The Johns Hopkins University
Studies in Historical and Political Science).



Mamie Salinas:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a new
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a guide. The book Dressing Renaissance Florence: Families, Fortunes, and Fine Clothing (The Johns
Hopkins University Studies in Historical and Political Science) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot
of people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book
through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book provides high quality.
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