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A lesbian couple rears a child together and, after the biological mother dies, the surviving partner loses
custody to the child’s estranged biological father. Four days later, in a different court, judges rule on the side
of the partner, because they feel the child relied on the woman as a “psychological parent.” What accounts
for this inconsistency regarding gay and lesbian adoption and custody cases, and why has family law failed
to address them in a comprehensive manner?

In Courting Change, Kimberly D. Richman zeros in on the nebulous realm of family law, one of the most
indeterminate and discretionary areas of American law. She focuses on judicial decisions—both the
outcomes and the rationales—and what they say about family, rights, sexual orientation, and who qualifies as
a parent. Richman challenges prevailing notions that gay and lesbian parents and families are hurt by laws’
indeterminacy, arguing that, because family law is so loosely defined, it allows for the flexibility needed to
respond to—and even facilitate — changes in how we conceive of family, parenting, and the role of sexual
orientation in family law.

Drawing on every recorded judicial decision in gay and lesbian adoption and custody cases over the last fifty
years, and on interviews with parents, lawyers, and judges, Richman demonstrates how parental and sexual
identities are formed and interpreted in law, and how gay and lesbian parents can harness indeterminacy to
transform family law.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Short:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Courting
Change: Queer Parents, Judges, and the Transformation of American Family Law? Maybe it is for being best
activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer
than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Cleta Blackwell:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read one using theme
for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Courting Change: Queer Parents, Judges, and the
Transformation of American Family Law is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

John Cheung:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you read a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The Courting Change: Queer Parents, Judges, and the Transformation of American Family Law will give
you new experience in studying a book.

Mary Adamczyk:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of book
Courting Change: Queer Parents, Judges, and the Transformation of American Family Law. You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your
knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can
bring you from one location to other place.
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