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Since it was first widely used in the mid-twentieth century, GDP has become the most powerful statistical
indicator of our time. Practically all governments adhere to the idea that GDP growth is a primary political
target. And while criticism of this hegemonic measure has grown over the past decade, neither its champions
nor its detractors deny its central importance in our political culture. In The Power of a Single Number,
Philipp Lepenies tells the lively, unpredictable history of GDP’s political acceptance—and eventual
dominance.

From Renaissance England to 1960s America, Lepenies tracks the emergence of GDP and its precursors,
focusing on the individuals central to this development. He considers William Petty's failed attempt to
popularize national income measures in the seventeenth century and then looks at the statistical work of
Colin Clark in the early 1900s. An ingenious lone wolf, Clark remained something of an outsider in the
economic community, but his ideas were extended by John Maynard Keynes and advanced a more focused
study of national income. This work was furthered by Simon Kuznets, who emphasized GDP’s ties to social
well-being and set the stage for its future ascent. GDP finally achieved its singular status during World War
II, assuming the importance it retains today. Lepenies’s absorbing account helps us see this common measure
anew and contextualizes current debates over the wisdom of the number’s monolithic rule.
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From reader reviews:

Anderson Austin:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Power of a Single Number: A Political
History of GDP is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Thomas Lemos:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get great deal
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the
book you have read is definitely The Power of a Single Number: A Political History of GDP.

Phil Garcia:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This guide The Power of a Single Number: A Political History of GDP was
filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence.
Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you
can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you simply
wanted.

Sharon Bradley:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Power of a Single Number: A Political
History of GDP was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Power of a
Single Number: A Political History of GDP has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out.
Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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