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A silent story is told by the stone chimneys of South Texas that were used to prepare the Tejano ranch meals
of an earlier century and by the rifle port holes still seen in crumbling walls that once protected families. It is
a story of a life and culture rarely portrayed in standard historical accounts, but to some degree kept alive in
literary works and ballads and revealed mutely in the material culture nineteenth-century ranchers left
behind. Andrés Tijerina has mined both traditional and nontraditional sources to portray the daily lives of the
Texans of Mexican descent who peopled the Nueces Strip and surrounding areas in the period following the
Texas Revolution. From then until the major demographic changes of the 1880s, Mexicano-Tejanos laid the
foundation for later leadership within the Mexican-American political and business movements. In terms
accessible to a general reading public, Tijerina describes the major elements that gave the Tejano ranch
community its identity: shared reaction to Anglo-American in-migration, strong family values, cultural
loyalty, networks of communication, Catholic religion, and a material culture well adapted to the conditions
of the region.As Tijerina shows, the Tejano ranch family was one of the pillars of their community, serving
as the inner sanctum of Tejano history, language, and culture. After the introductions historical overview of
the region, the chapters address specific elements of the lives people led in the Valley and South Texas: work
ways and tools, housing and ranch layouts, family networks and authority patterns, education and the arts,
religion and daily prayer. Bold, energetic line drawings by the late Ricardo Beasley of San Diego, Texas, and
graceful and accurate detailed drawings by Servando G. Hinojosa of Alice, Texas, graphically portray scenes
from South Texas daily life, adding to the books appeal and its worth.As for decades Tejanos kept alive the
values, folklore, music, and beliefs of their parents, so now Tijerina makes that heritage available not only to
the grandchildren who may have learned shame at their own language but also to the larger population which
can choose to appreciate and value that part of the American heritage.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Reed:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Tejano Empire: Life on the South Texas Ranchos (Clayton
Wheat Williams Texas Life Series). Try to make book Tejano Empire: Life on the South Texas Ranchos
(Clayton Wheat Williams Texas Life Series) as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you
feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The
book makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make
new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

David Carson:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. We all know that that book is very important usually. The book Tejano Empire: Life on the South
Texas Ranchos (Clayton Wheat Williams Texas Life Series) has been making you to know about other
knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The publication
Tejano Empire: Life on the South Texas Ranchos (Clayton Wheat Williams Texas Life Series) is not only
giving you considerably more new information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You
can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book Tejano
Empire: Life on the South Texas Ranchos (Clayton Wheat Williams Texas Life Series). You never truly feel
lose out for everything when you read some books.

Mary Fleeman:

This book untitled Tejano Empire: Life on the South Texas Ranchos (Clayton Wheat Williams Texas Life
Series) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book
you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can
order it by way of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this
book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past
this reserve from your list.

Manuel Arndt:

The book with title Tejano Empire: Life on the South Texas Ranchos (Clayton Wheat Williams Texas Life
Series) contains a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this
book. This kind of book exist new information the information that exist in this publication represented the
condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book
will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart
phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.
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