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Why has the durable paper shopping bag been largely replaced by its flimsy plastic counterpart? What
circuitous chain of improvements led to such innovations as the automobile cup holder and the swiveling
vegetable peeler? With the same relentless curiosity and lucid, witty prose he brought to his earlier books,
Henry Petroski looks at some of our most familiar objects and reveals that they are, in fact, works in
progress. For there can never be an end to the quest for the perfect design.

To illustrate his thesis, Petroski tells the story of the paper drinking cup, which owes its popularity to the
discovery that water glasses could carry germs. He pays tribute to the little plastic tripod that keeps pizza
from sticking to the box and analyzes the numerical layouts of telephones and handheld calculators. Small
Things Considered is Petroski at his most trenchant and provocative, casting his eye not only on everyday
artifacts but on their users as well.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Jeff Wheeler:

This Small Things Considered: Why There Is No Perfect Design are generally reliable for you who want to
be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Small Things Considered: Why There Is No
Perfect Design can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining
food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book is
definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed kinds. Beside that this Small Things Considered: Why There Is No Perfect Design giving you an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it
useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Shirley Arrington:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get large amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time,
we will say absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of
activity are there when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often
the book you have read is actually Small Things Considered: Why There Is No Perfect Design.

Eunice Randle:

The book untitled Small Things Considered: Why There Is No Perfect Design contain a lot of information on
the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The
author will bring you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can
continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If
you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Joseph Levis:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. With the book Small Things Considered: Why There Is No Perfect Design we can get more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this book
Small Things Considered: Why There Is No Perfect Design. You can more attractive than now.
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