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In a dual biography covering the last ten years of the lives of friends and contemporaries, writer Samuel
Clemens (aka Mark Twain) and statesman John Hay (who served as secretary of state under presidents
William McKinley and Theodore Roosevelt), The Statesman and the Storyteller not only provides an
intimate look into the daily lives of these men but also creates an elucidating portrait of the United States on
the verge of emerging as a world power.

And just as the narrative details the wisdom, and the occasional missteps, of two great men during a
tumultuous time, it also penetrates the seat of power in Washington as the nation strove to make itself known
internationally--and in the process committed acts antithetical to America’s professed ideals and promises.

The country’s most significant move in this time was to go to war with Spain and to eventually wrest  control
of Cuba, Puerto Rico, and the Philippines. In what has to be viewed as one of the most shameful periods in
American political history, Filipinos who believed they had been promised independence were instead told
they were incapable of self-government and then violently subdued in a war that featured torture and
execution of native soldiers and civilians. The United States also used its growing military and political
might to grab the entirety of the Hawaiian Islands and a large section of Panama.

As secretary of state during this time, Hay, though a charitable man, was nonetheless complicit in these
misdeeds. Clemens, a staunch critic of his country’s imperialistic actions, was forced by his own financial
and family needs to temper his remarks. Nearing the end of their long and remarkable lives, both men found
themselves struggling to maintain their personal integrity while remaining celebrated and esteemed public
figures.

Written with a keen eye--Mark Zwonitzer is also an award-winning documentary filmmaker--and informed
by the author’s deep understanding of the patterns of history, The Statesman and the Storyteller has the
compelling pace of a novel, the epic sweep of historical writing at its best, and, in capturing the essence of
the lives of Hay and Twain, the humanity and nuance of masterful biography.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Harris:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Statesman and the Storyteller: John Hay, Mark
Twain, and the Rise of American Imperialism as the daily resource information.

Enrique Myers:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24 hours
a day to reading a book. The book The Statesman and the Storyteller: John Hay, Mark Twain, and the Rise of
American Imperialism it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this
book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this book you
can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not
too costly but this book features high quality.

Martha Bryant:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Statesman and the Storyteller: John Hay,
Mark Twain, and the Rise of American Imperialism, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination
right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What?
Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Isabel Martin:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source this filled
update of news. In this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for
anyone. From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference
book, novel and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to
open your book? Or just seeking the The Statesman and the Storyteller: John Hay, Mark Twain, and the Rise



of American Imperialism when you necessary it?
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