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From biology to culture to the new new economy, the buzzword on everyone's lips is "meme." How do
animals learn things? How does human culture evolve? How does viral marketing work? The answer to these
disparate questions and even to what is the nature of thought itself is, simply, the meme. For decades
researchers have been convinced that memes were The Next Big Thing for the understanding of society and
ourselves. But no one has so far been able to define what they are. Until now.

Here, for the first time, Robert Aunger outlines what a meme physically is, how memes originated, how they
developed, and how they have made our brains into their survival systems. They are thoughts. They are
parasites. They are in control. A meme is a distinct pattern of electrical charges in a node in our brains that
reproduces a thousand times faster than a bacterium. Memes have found ways to leap from one brain to
another. A number of them are being replicated in your brain as you read this paragraph.

In 1976 the biologist Richard Dawkins suggested that all animals -- including humans -- are puppets and that
genes hold the strings. That is, we are robots serving as life support for the genes that control us. And all they
want to do is replicate themselves. But then, we do lots of things that don't seem to help genes replicate. We
decide not to have children, we waste our time doing dangerous things like mountain climbing, or boring
things like reading, or stupid things like smoking that don't seem to help genes get copied into the next
generation. We do all sorts of cultural things for reasons that don't seem to have anything to do with genes.
Fashions in sports, books, clothes, ideas, politics, lifestyles come and go and give our lives meaning, so how
can we be gene robots?

Dawkins recognized that something else was going on. We communicate with one another and we get ideas,
and these ideas seem to have a life of their own. Maybe there was something called memes that were like
thought genes. Maybe our bodies were gene robots and our minds were meme robots. That would mean that
what we think is not the result of our own creativity, but rather the result of the evolutionary flow of memes
as they wash through us.

What is the biological reality of an idea with a life of its own? What is a thought gene? It's a meme. And no
one before Robert Aunger has established what it physically must be. This elegant, paradigm-shifting
analysis identifies how memes replicate in our brains, how they evolved, and how they use artifacts like
books and photographs and advertisements to get from one brain to another. Destined to inflame arguments
about free will, open doors to new ways of sharing our thoughts, and provide a revolutionary explanation of
consciousness, The Electric Meme will change the way each of us thinks about our minds, our cultures, and
our daily choices.
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From reader reviews:

Fabiola Gaylor:

This The Electric Meme: A New Theory of How We Think book is not ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you
will get. This particular The Electric Meme: A New Theory of How We Think without we understand teach
the one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Electric
Meme: A New Theory of How We Think can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The
Electric Meme: A New Theory of How We Think having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so
you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Elmira McGraw:

Here thing why this kind of The Electric Meme: A New Theory of How We Think are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content from it which is
the content is as delightful as food or not. The Electric Meme: A New Theory of How We Think giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no guide that
similar with The Electric Meme: A New Theory of How We Think. It gives you thrill reading journey, its
open up your eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around
you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your technique home by train.
Should you be having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Electric Meme: A
New Theory of How We Think in e-book can be your substitute.

Marie Miles:

The knowledge that you get from The Electric Meme: A New Theory of How We Think is the more deep
you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to know but The Electric Meme: A New Theory of How We Think giving
you joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by
anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also
makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this particular The Electric Meme: A New
Theory of How We Think instantly.

Terry Speller:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to



understand that reading is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to
increase you knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in
relation to something by book. Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of
them are these claims The Electric Meme: A New Theory of How We Think.
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