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Adam Smith was a philosopher before he ever wrote about economics, yet until now there has never been a
philosophical commentary on the Wealth of Nations. Samuel Fleischacker suggests that Smith's vastly
influential treatise on economics can be better understood if placed in the light of his epistemology,
philosophy of science, and moral theory. He lays out the relevance of these aspects of Smith's thought to
specific themes in the Wealth of Nations, arguing, among other things, that Smith regards social science as
an extension of common sense rather than as a discipline to be approached mathematically, that he has moral
as well as pragmatic reasons for approving of capitalism, and that he has an unusually strong belief in human
equality that leads him to anticipate, if not quite endorse, the modern doctrine of distributive justice.

Fleischacker also places Smith's views in relation to the work of his contemporaries, especially his teacher
Francis Hutcheson and friend David Hume, and draws out consequences of Smith's thought for present-day
political and philosophical debates. The Companion is divided into five general sections, which can be read
independently of one another. It contains an index that points to commentary on specific passages in Wealth
of Nations. Written in an approachable style befitting Smith's own clear yet finely honed rhetoric, it is
intended for professional philosophers and political economists as well as those coming to Smith for the first
time.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Rodrigues:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the publication untitled On Adam Smith's "Wealth of Nations": A
Philosophical Companion can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Helen Chandler:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled On Adam Smith's "Wealth of Nations": A Philosophical Companion your brain will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your
mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get before. The On Adam Smith's "Wealth of Nations": A Philosophical
Companion giving you yet another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is
your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport.
Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Kelly Breedlove:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for you is On Adam Smith's "Wealth of Nations": A Philosophical Companion this
publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book
appropriate all of you.

Miguel Sherman:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book On Adam Smith's "Wealth of Nations": A
Philosophical Companion to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing
when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the



feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and
go through it. Beside that the publication On Adam Smith's "Wealth of Nations": A Philosophical
Companion can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're
doing of this time.
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