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In one of the most detailed and powerfully argued books published on American intervention in Vietnam,
Fredrik Logevall examines the last great unanswered question on the war: Could the tragedy have been
averted? His answer: a resounding yes. Challenging the prevailing myth that the outbreak of large-scale
fighting in 1965 was essentially unavoidable, Choosing War argues that the Vietnam War was unnecessary,
not merely in hindsight but in the context of its time.

Why, then, did major war break out? Logevall shows it was partly because of the timidity of the key
opponents of U.S. involvement, and partly because of the staunch opposition of the Kennedy and Johnson
administrations to early negotiations. His superlative account shows that U.S. officials chose war over
disengagement despite deep doubts about the war's prospects and about Vietnam's importance to U.S.
security and over the opposition of important voices in the Congress, in the press, and in the world
community. They did so because of concerns about credibility—not so much America's or the Democratic
party's credibility, but their own personal credibility.

Based on six years of painstaking research, this book is the first to place American policymaking on Vietnam
in 1963-65 in its wider international context using multiarchival sources, many of them recently declassified.
Here we see for the first time how the war played in the key world capitals—not merely in Washington,
Saigon, and Hanoi, but also in Paris and London, in Tokyo and Ottawa, in Moscow and Beijing.

Choosing War is a powerful and devastating account of fear, favor, and hypocrisy at the highest echelons of
American government, a book that will change forever our understanding of the tragedy that was the
Vietnam War.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Soderquist:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than
other is high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Choosing War:
The Lost Chance for Peace and the Escalation of War in Vietnam book as beginner and daily reading book.
Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Mike Hodges:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get
based on what kind of book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning
books but if you want really feel happy read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel.
The actual Choosing War: The Lost Chance for Peace and the Escalation of War in Vietnam is kind of
reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Daniel Gordon:

Choosing War: The Lost Chance for Peace and the Escalation of War in Vietnam can be one of your starter
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary
that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering
the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Choosing War: The Lost Chance for Peace and the Escalation of War in Vietnam but doesn't forget the main
place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Jeremy Hutchings:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be Choosing War: The Lost Chance for Peace and the Escalation
of War in Vietnam why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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