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Often growing far above the ground, "air plants" (or epiphytes) defy many of our common perceptions about
plants. The majority use their roots only for attachment in the crowns of larger, usually woody plants-or to
objects such as rocks and buildings-and derive moisture and nutrients from the atmosphere and by collecting
falling debris. Only the mistletoes are true parasites. Epiphytes are not anomalies and there are
approximately 28,000 species-about 10 percent of the higher or vascular plants-that grow this way. Many
popular houseplants, including numerous aroids, bromeliads, ferns, and orchids, rank among the most
familiar examples. In Air Plants, David H. Benzing takes a reader on a tour of the many taxonomic groups to
which the epiphytes belong and explains in nontechnical language the anatomical and physiological
adaptations that allow these plants to conserve water, thrive without the benefit of soil, and engage in
unusual relationships with animals such as frogs and ants.

Benzing's comprehensive account covers topics including ecology, evolution, photosynthesis and water
relations, mineral nutrition, reproduction, and the nature of the forest canopy as habitat for the free-living and
parasitic epiphytes. It also pays special attention to important phenomena such as adaptive trade-offs and leaf
economics. Drawing on the author's deep experience with epiphytes and the latest scientific research, this
book is accessible to readers unfamiliar with technical botany; it features a lavish illustration program,
references, a glossary, and tables.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Bentley:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Air Plants: Epiphytes
and Aerial Gardens suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The
actual book untitled Air Plants: Epiphytes and Aerial Gardensis the main one of several books that everyone
read now. This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this guide you will
enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all
of people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Dorothy Delarosa:

Often the book Air Plants: Epiphytes and Aerial Gardens has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check
out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes
some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily
after perusing this book.

Charles Smith:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Air Plants: Epiphytes and Aerial Gardens was
bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Air Plants: Epiphytes and Aerial
Gardens has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book
usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for
you personally and try to like reading that.

Lillian Trimmer:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen want book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By the
book Air Plants: Epiphytes and Aerial Gardens we can get more advantage. Don't one to be creative people?
Being creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't
become doubt to change your life with that book Air Plants: Epiphytes and Aerial Gardens. You can more
pleasing than now.
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