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To understand why the concept of aesthetic sexuality isimportant, we must consider the influence of the first
volume of Foucault's seminal The History of Sexuality. Arguing against Foucault's assertions that only
scientia sexualis has operated in modern Western culture while ars erotica belongs to Eastern and ancient
societies, Byrne suggests that modern Western culture has indeed witnessed aform of ars erotica,
encompassed in what she calls 'aesthetic sexuality'.

To argue for the existence of aesthetic sexuality, Byrne examines mainly works of literature to show how,
within these texts, sexual practice and pleasure are constructed as having aesthetic value, a quality that marks
these experiences as forms of art. In aesthetic sexuality, value and meaning are located within sexua practice
and pleasure rather than in their underlying cause; sexuality's raison d'étreistied to its aesthetic value, at
surface level rather than beneath it. Aesthetic sexuality, Byrne shows, is aproduct of choice, a deliberate
strategy of self-creation aswell as a mode of social communication.
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From reader reviews:
Fern Barron:

The knowledge that you get from Aesthetic Sexuality: A Literary History of Sadomasochism could be the
more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Aesthetic Sexuality: A Literary History of
Sadomasochism giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that
can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known
enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then
can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this
kind of Aesthetic Sexuality: A Literary History of Sadomasochism instantly.

Mary Burnette:

The book Aesthetic Sexuality: A Literary History of Sadomasochism will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the ideais very unique. If you try to find
new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book Aesthetic Sexuality: A Literary History of
Sadomasochism is much recommended to you to learn. Y ou can also get the e-book through the official web
site, so you can more readily to read the book.

WillieMcCorkle:

The book Aesthetic Sexuality: A Literary History of Sadomasochism has alot of knowledge on it. So when
you read this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after reading this book.

Jose Johnson:

Beside this particular Aesthetic Sexuality: A Literary History of Sadomasochism in your phone, it might give
you away to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got
hereis fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have Aesthetic Sexuality: A Literary History of Sadomasochism because this book
offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's
exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here
cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find
this book aswell asread it from at this point!
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