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Bela Lugosi may -- as the eighties gothic rock band Bauhaus sang -- be dead, but the vampire lives on. A
nightmarish figure dwelling somewhere between genuine terror and high camp, a morbid repository for the
psychic projections of diverse cultures, an endlessly recyclable mass-media icon, the vampire is an enduring
object of fascination, fear, ridicule, and reverence. In The Vampire Lectures, Laurence A. Rickels sifts
through the rich mythology of vampirism, from medieval folklore to Marilyn Manson, to explore the
profound and unconscious appeal of the undead.

Based on the course Rickels has taught at the University of California, Santa Barbara, for several years (a
course that is itself a cult phenomenon on campus), The Vampire Lectures reflects Rickels's unique lecture
style and provides a lively history of vampirism in legend, literature, and film. Rickels unearths a trove that
includes eyewitness accounts of vampire attacks; burial rituals and sexual taboos devised to keep vampirism
at bay; Hungarian countess Elisabeth Bathory's use of girls' blood in her sadistic beauty regimen; Bram
Stoker's Dracula, with its turn-of-the-century media technologies; F. W. Murnau's haunting Nosferatu; and
crude, though intense, straight-to-video horror films such as Subspecies. He makes intuitive, often
unexpected connections among these sometimes wildly disparate sources.

More than simply a compilation of vampire lore, however, The Vampire Lectures makes an original and
intellectually rigorous contribution to literary and psychoanalytic theory, identifying the subconscious
meanings, complex symbolism, and philosophical arguments -- particularly those of Marx, Freud, and
Nietzsche -- embeddedin vampirism and gothic literature.
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From reader reviews:

Beatrice Pearson:

The book The Vampire Lectures make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable
far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along
with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Vampire Lectures to become your habit, you can
get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a publication The Vampire Lectures.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think
about this e-book?

Lavada Rowlett:

This The Vampire Lectures are usually reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The
reason why of this The Vampire Lectures can be among the great books you must have is actually giving you
more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Vampire Lectures giving you an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your
day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Jesus Curry:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be The Vampire Lectures why because the fantastic cover
that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Joel Padilla:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Vampire Lectures was vibrant and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Vampire Lectures has many kinds or variety. Start
from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy,
fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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