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A million people tune in twice each week to hear John H. Lienhard's radio program "The Engines of Our
Ingenuity." Now Lienhard has gathered together his reflections on the nature of technology, culture, human
inventiveness, and the history of engineering in this fascinating new book.
The Engines of Our Ingenuity offers a series of intriguing glimpses into technology--as a mirror, as a danger,
as a product of heroic hubris. The book brims with insightful observations. Lienhard writes, for instance, that
the history of technology is a history of us--we are the machines we create. Indeed, our very first technology,
farming, which demanded year-long care, dramatically changed the rhythms of human life and the course of
our history. We also learn that war does not necessarily fuel invention (radar, jets, and the digital computer
all emerged before World War II began), and that the medieval Church was actually a driving force behind
the growth of Western technology (Cistercian monasteries were virtual factories, putting water wheels to
work in wood-cutting, forging, and olive crushing). Lienhard also illuminates the unpredictable nature of the
inventive mind, leading us through one fascinating example after another. Thomas Edison and Nikola Tesla,
for instance, were highly passionate, even combative figures, while the almost invisible Josiah Willard
Gibbs, living a quiet, outwardly uneventful life, was probably America's greatest scientist.
Lienhard ranges far and wide with stories of inventors, mathematicians, and engineers, telling the story of the
canoe, the DC-3, the Hoover Dam, the diode, and the sewing machine. The result is less history than
autobiography--for the autobiography of all of us is written in our machines.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Nelson:

The particular book The Engines of Our Ingenuity: An Engineer Looks at Technology and Culture has a lot
of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was
published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very
easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Betty Norsworthy:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Engines of Our
Ingenuity: An Engineer Looks at Technology and Culture, you may enjoy both. It is very good combination
right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What?
Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Stephen Galvan:

Beside this specific The Engines of Our Ingenuity: An Engineer Looks at Technology and Culture in your
phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Engines of Our Ingenuity: An Engineer Looks
at Technology and Culture because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if
you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from currently!

Wm Mills:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book The Engines of Our Ingenuity: An Engineer Looks at
Technology and Culture was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The
Engines of Our Ingenuity: An Engineer Looks at Technology and Culture has many kinds or style. Start from
kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun
and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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