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One of Victorian England’s most famous philosophers harbored a secret: Herbert Spencer suffered from an
illness so laden with stigma that he feared its revelation would ruin him. He therefore went to extraordinary
lengths to hide his malady from the public. Exceptionally, he drew two of his closest friends—the novelist
George Eliot and her partner, G. H. Lewes—into his secret. Years later, he also shared it with a remarkable
neurologist, John Hughlings-Jackson, better placed than anyone else in England to understand his illness.
Spencer insisted that all three support him without betraying his condition to others—and two of them did so.
But George Eliot, still smarting from Spencer’s rejection, years earlier, of her offer of love, did not.
Ingeniously, she devised a means both of nominally respecting (for their contemporaries) and of violating
(for our benefit) Spencer’s injunction. What she hid from her peers she reveals to us in an act of deferred, but
audacious literary revenge. It’s here decoded for the first time. Indeed The Complicity of Friends comprises
the first disclosure of Spencer’s hidden frailty but also, more importantly, of the responses it generated in the
lives and works of his three notable friends.
This book provides a complete rethinking of its principal figures. The novelist who emerges in these pages is
a more sinuous and passionate George Eliot than the oracular Victorian we are used to hearing about. The
significance of the friendship between Lewes, her irrepressible partner, and the inventive Hughlings-Jackson
is outlined for the first time. And in an ironic twist, even his three farsighted confidants could not anticipate
that, late in the twentieth century, certain of Spencer’s own intuitions about the nature and provenance of his
illness would be vindicated. Those with any interest in George Eliot, Lewes, Hughlings-Jackson, or Spencer
will be compelled to re-envision their personalities after reading The Complicity of Friends.
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From reader reviews:

William Svendsen:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide The Complicity of Friends: How
George Eliot, G. H. Lewes, and John Hughlings-Jackson Encoded Herbert Spencer's Secret will make you to
be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you
think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought
like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Bonnie Abramowitz:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you that The Complicity of Friends:
How George Eliot, G. H. Lewes, and John Hughlings-Jackson Encoded Herbert Spencer's Secret book as
beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Scott Smith:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, think
reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can have the
e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Complicity of Friends: How George
Eliot, G. H. Lewes, and John Hughlings-Jackson Encoded Herbert Spencer's Secret which is obtaining the e-
book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Alan Sarno:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Complicity of Friends:
How George Eliot, G. H. Lewes, and John Hughlings-Jackson Encoded Herbert Spencer's Secret can be the
respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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