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The period following Mexico's war with the United States in 1847 was characterized by violent conflicts, as
liberal and conservative factions battled for control of the national government. The civil strife was
particularly bloody in south central Mexico, including the southern state of Oaxaca. In Sons of the Sierra,
Patrick McNamara explores events in the Oaxaca district of Ixtlan, where Zapotec Indians supported the
liberal cause and sought to exercise influence over statewide and national politics.

Two Mexican presidents had direct ties to Ixtlan district: Benito Juarez, who served as Mexico's liberal
president from 1858 to 1872, was born in the district, and Porfirio Diaz, president from 1876 to 1911, had led
a National Guard battalion made up of Zapotec soldiers throughout the years of civil war. Paying close
attention to the Zapotec people as they achieved greater influence, McNamara examines the political culture
of Diaz's presidency and explores how Diaz, who became increasingly dictatorial over the course of his time
in office, managed to stay in power for thirty-five years. McNamara reveals the weight of memory and
storytelling as Ixtlan veterans and their families reminded government officials of their ties to both Juarez
and Diaz. While Juarez remained a hero in their minds, Diaz came to represent the arrogance of Mexico City
and the illegitimacy of the "Porfiriato" that ended with the 1910 revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Hernandez:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book called Sons of the Sierra:
Juárez, Díaz, and the People of Ixtlán, Oaxaca, 1855-1920? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree
with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Jose Holmes:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you
have read is definitely Sons of the Sierra: Juárez, Díaz, and the People of Ixtlán, Oaxaca, 1855-1920.

Dan Flood:

Sons of the Sierra: Juárez, Díaz, and the People of Ixtlán, Oaxaca, 1855-1920 can be one of your starter
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary
that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Sons of the Sierra: Juárez, Díaz, and the People of Ixtlán, Oaxaca, 1855-1920 yet
doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you
can be among it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

James Melendez:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just in search of the Sons of the Sierra: Juárez, Díaz, and the People of Ixtlán, Oaxaca, 1855-1920 when you
required it?
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