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Examines the relationship of precarious employment to state policies on citizenship and social inclusion in
the context of postapartheid South Africa.

Millions of black South African workers struggled against apartheid to redeem employment and production
from a history of abuse, insecurity, and racial despotism. Almost two decades later, however, the prospects
of a dignified life of wage-earning work remain unattainable for most South Africans. Through extensive
archival and ethnographic research, Franco Barchiesi documents and interrogates this important dilemma in
the country’s democratic transition: economic participation has gained centrality in the government’s
definition of virtuous citizenship, and yet for most workers, employment remains an elusive and insecure
experience. In a context of market liberalization and persistent social and racial inequalities, as jobs in South
Africa become increasingly flexible, fragmented, and unprotected, they depart from the promise of work
with dignity and citizenship rights that once inspired opposition to apartheid. Barchiesi traces how the
employment crisis and the responses of workers to it challenge the state’s normative imagination of work,
and raise decisive questions for the social foundations and prospects of South Africa’s democratic
experiment.

Franco Barchiesi is Assistant Professor in the Department of African-American and African Studies at the
Ohio State University. He is the coeditor (with Tom Bramble) of Rethinking the Labour Movement in the
‘New South Africa.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Palmer:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Precarious
Liberation: Workers, the State, and Contested Social Citizenship in Postapartheid South Africa (SUNY series
in Global Modernity)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time
with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you
have various other opinion?

Frances Sitz:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Precarious Liberation: Workers, the
State, and Contested Social Citizenship in Postapartheid South Africa (SUNY series in Global Modernity) is
our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish
in this era.

Raymond Crandall:

The actual book Precarious Liberation: Workers, the State, and Contested Social Citizenship in Postapartheid
South Africa (SUNY series in Global Modernity) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book
you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research
previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading
this article book.

Henry Jones:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be go
through. Precarious Liberation: Workers, the State, and Contested Social Citizenship in Postapartheid South
Africa (SUNY series in Global Modernity) can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have
those short free time problems.
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