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In the 1960s and 1970s, a popular diagnosis for America’s problems was that society was becoming a
madhouse. In this intellectual and cultural history, Michael E. Staub examines a time when many believed
insanity was a sane reaction to obscene social conditions, psychiatrists were agents of repression, asylums
were gulags for society’s undesirables, and mental illness was a concept with no medical basis.

Madness Is Civilization explores the general consensus that societal ills—from dysfunctional marriage and
family dynamics to the Vietnam War, racism, and sexism—were at the root of mental illness. Staub
chronicles the surge in influence of socially attuned psychodynamic theories along with the rise of radical
therapy and psychiatric survivors' movements. He shows how the theories of antipsychiatry held
unprecedented sway over an enormous range of medical, social, and political debates until a bruising
backlash against these theories—part of the reaction to the perceived excesses and self-absorptions of the
1960s—effectively distorted them into caricatures. Throughout, Staub reveals that at stake in these debates
of psychiatry and politics was nothing less than how to think about the institution of the family, the nature of
the self, and the prospects for, and limits of, social change.

 The first study to describe how social diagnostic thinking emerged, Madness Is Civilization casts new light
on the politics of the postwar era.
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From reader reviews:

Antoinette Hagen:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Madness Is
Civilization: When the Diagnosis Was Social, 1948-1980 suitable to you? The particular book was written
by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled Madness Is Civilization: When the Diagnosis Was
Social, 1948-1980is a single of several books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just
before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the
core of this book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you
see the represented of the world with this book.

James Ames:

You may spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Madness Is Civilization: When the
Diagnosis Was Social, 1948-1980 is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also
soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book.
It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Latoya Brown:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is just spending
your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several books in the top
checklist in your reading list is actually Madness Is Civilization: When the Diagnosis Was Social, 1948-
1980. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Paulette Rodriguez:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. Through the book Madness Is Civilization: When the Diagnosis Was Social, 1948-1980 we can take
more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this
book Madness Is Civilization: When the Diagnosis Was Social, 1948-1980. You can more desirable than
now.
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