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Europe’s long sixteenth century—a period spanning the years roughly from the voyages of Columbus in the
1490s to the English Civil War in the 1640s—was an era of power struggles between avaricious and
unscrupulous princes, inquisitions and torture chambers, and religious differences of ever more violent
fervor. Ideas of Liberty in Early Modern Europe argues that this turbulent age also laid the conceptual
foundations of our modern ideas about liberty, justice, and democracy.

Hilary Gatti shows how these ideas emerged in response to the often-violent entrenchment of monarchical
power and the fragmentation of religious authority, against the backdrop of the westward advance of Islam
and the discovery of the New World. She looks at Machiavelli’s defense of republican political liberty, and
traces how liberty became intertwined with free will and religious pluralism in the writings of Luther,
Erasmus, Jean Bodin, and Giordano Bruno. She examines how the St. Bartholomew’s Day Massacre and the
clash of science and religion gave rise to concepts of liberty as freedom of thought and expression. Returning
to Machiavelli and moving on to Jacques Auguste de Thou, Paolo Sarpi, and Milton, Gatti delves into
debates about the roles of parliamentary government and a free press in guaranteeing liberties.

Drawing on a breadth of canonical and lesser-known writings, Ideas of Liberty in Early Modern Europe
reveals how an era stricken by war and injustice gave birth to a more enlightened world.
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From reader reviews:

Yolanda Ocasio:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Ideas of Liberty in Early Modern Europe:
From Machiavelli to Milton is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Marie Avis:

Often the book Ideas of Liberty in Early Modern Europe: From Machiavelli to Milton has a lot of
information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by
the very famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This particular
book very easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

William Troutt:

Precisely why? Because this Ideas of Liberty in Early Modern Europe: From Machiavelli to Milton is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret
it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been
you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Quentin Taylor:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Ideas of Liberty in Early Modern Europe: From Machiavelli to Milton. You can add your knowledge
by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an individual happier to
read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other
place.
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