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Critics often warn that American schools are failing, and that our students are ill-prepared for the challenges
the future holds, and may even be "the dumbest generation." We can think of these claims as warning about a
Stupidity Epidemic. This essay begins by tracing the history of the idea of that American students, teachers,
and schools are somehow getting worse; the record shows that critics have been issuing such warnings for
more than 150 years. It then examines four sets of data that speak to whether educational deterioration is
taking place. First, data on educational attainment show a clear trend: more students are getting more
education. Second, standardized test scores suggest that American students are performing somewhat better;
certainly most test scores do not indicate that students are getting worse. Third, measures of popular
knowledge also show evidence of improvement. Fourth, there is clear evidence that IQ scores have been
rising. In other words, the best available evidence fails to support claims about a Stupidity Epidemic. The
essay then turns to exploring several reasons why belief in educational decline is so common, and concludes
by suggesting some more useful ways to think about educational problems.

The goal of this new, unique Series is to offer readable, teachable "thinking frames" on today’s social
problems and social issues by leading scholars, all in short 60 page or shorter formats, and available for view
on http://routledge.customgateway.com/routledge-social-issues.html

For instructors teaching a wide range of courses in the social sciences, the Routledge Social Issues Collection
now offers the best of both worlds: originally written short texts that provide "overviews" to important social
issues as well as teachable excerpts from larger works previously published by Routledge and other presses.
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From reader reviews:

Luis Garcia:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be The Stupidity Epidemic: Worrying About Students, Schools,
and America's Future (Framing 21st Century Social Issues) why because the amazing cover that make you
consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the
outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Brad Marcum:

The book untitled The Stupidity Epidemic: Worrying About Students, Schools, and America's Future
(Framing 21st Century Social Issues) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your ex idea
with easy technique. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to
read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the new age of literary
works. It is possible to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so you
can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their
official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.

Micheal Goggin:

Beside this The Stupidity Epidemic: Worrying About Students, Schools, and America's Future (Framing 21st
Century Social Issues) in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be
worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Stupidity
Epidemic: Worrying About Students, Schools, and America's Future (Framing 21st Century Social Issues)
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely
get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option
here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book
along with read it from now!

Kirk Nutter:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
also you know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to
increase you knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update
regarding something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object.



One of them are these claims The Stupidity Epidemic: Worrying About Students, Schools, and America's
Future (Framing 21st Century Social Issues).
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