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One of the most vilified and hated men during the Civil War in Kentucky had to be Kentucky born Union
(brevet) Major General Stephen Gano Burbridge, but why have Kentuckian historians continue to cast him
negatively. Burbridge had a meteoric rise as a military commander, starting out as a colonel of the 26th
Kentucky Union infantry and becoming a Major General by 1863. He had fought well at Arkansas Post and
Champion s Hill during the Vicksburg Campaign and received the praise of Union General William T.
Sherman. Burbridge also received the thanks of President Abraham Lincoln for his victory over Confederate
General John Hunt Morgan s forces at Cynthiana, Kentucky. Burbridge s problems arose when he became
military commander of Kentucky in January of 1864. With encouragement of Secretary of War Edwin
Stanton, Burbridge helped to raise and arm slaves for the United States Colored Troops, which offended
Kentucky Union slaveholders and Kentucky Governor Thomas Bramlette. He also issued Order 59 in which
every Union soldier killed by a guerilla, four Confederate prisoners would be taken to the spot and shot. His
brutal tactics to stop guerilla warfare in Kentucky ended up alienating Unionists in the state and moved
Kentucky away from the Republican Party and towards the Democratic Party. Burbridge has also been
accused of fixing the 1864 state and presidential elections and accused him of being involved in the Great
Hog Swindle of 1864. The thesis of this book will deal with the military career of Stephen Gano Burbridge
and the factors that eventually led to his downfall as military commander of Kentucky and his eventual
ostracism from Kentucky. The thesis will demonstrate how Burbridge s policies towards guerillas did not
differ from Union General William T. Sherman s treatment of guerillas and Sherman actually influenced
Burbridge s policy decision towards guerillas. Not only did Union General William T. Sherman influence
Burbridge s decisions, but so did the Reverend Robert Breckinridge, Secretary of War Henry Stanton,
Kentucky Governor Thomas Bramlette and the Radical Republicans. While Burbridge commanded a brigade
in Kentucky in early 1862, he made friends with powerful radical Republicans, who later helped him secure
his position as military commander in Kentucky and influenced his decisions on how to govern the state.
While Burbridge fought in the Vicksburg campaign, he became friends with Union General William T.
Sherman, who also influenced Burbridge s decisions as military commander in Kentucky. Governor
Bramlette also influenced Burbridge s decisions, but Burbridge s decision to recruit and arm blacks and
disarming the state guard, brought an end to their friendship and the governor s efforts to remove Burbridge
from command.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Bottoms:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read
one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the The Butcher Burbridge is kind of guide
which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Willie Collier:

The e-book with title The Butcher Burbridge has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot
of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how
the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you inside new era of the glowbal growth. You
can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Susan Ross:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Butcher Burbridge reserve written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate
your personal hunger then you still question The Butcher Burbridge as good book not only by the cover but
also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do
you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so
why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Jack Bemis:

This The Butcher Burbridge is great e-book for you because the content that is full of information for you
who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it
information accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you
are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Butcher
Burbridge in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can
say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So ,
this is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?
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