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In this previously untold story of African American self-education, Heather Andrea Williams moves across
time to examine African Americans' relationship to literacy during slavery, during the Civil War, and in the
first decades of freedom. Self-Taught traces the historical antecedents to freedpeople's intense desire to
become literate and demonstrates how the visions of enslaved African Americans emerged into plans and
action once slavery ended.

Enslaved people, Williams contends, placed great value in the practical power of literacy, whether it was to
enable them to read the Bible for themselves or to keep informed of the abolition movement and later the
progress of the Civil War. Some slaves devised creative and subversive means to acquire literacy, and when
slavery ended, they became the first teachers of other freedpeople. Soon overwhelmed by the demands for
education, they called on northern missionaries to come to their aid. Williams argues that by teaching,
building schools, supporting teachers, resisting violence, and claiming education as a civil right, African
Americans transformed the face of education in the South to the great benefit of both black and white
southerners.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Callender:

The reason? Because this Self-Taught: African American Education in Slavery and Freedom (The John Hope
Franklin Series in African American History and Culture) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier
to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because
of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Kathleen Bosarge:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for
book like comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Self-Taught: African
American Education in Slavery and Freedom (The John Hope Franklin Series in African American History
and Culture) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading
routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much better then how they
react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all
of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good
habit, you may pick Self-Taught: African American Education in Slavery and Freedom (The John Hope
Franklin Series in African American History and Culture) become your own starter.

Sarah Frigo:

Beside this Self-Taught: African American Education in Slavery and Freedom (The John Hope Franklin
Series in African American History and Culture) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from
oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have
Self-Taught: African American Education in Slavery and Freedom (The John Hope Franklin Series in
African American History and Culture) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you
have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island.
Use you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from now!

Miguel Penix:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real
their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but



nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Self-Taught: African American Education in Slavery and Freedom (The John
Hope Franklin Series in African American History and Culture) can make you experience more interested to
read.
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