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Examines and measures the extent to which statutory language affects judicial behavior.

How does the language of legislative statutes affect judicial behavior? Scholars of the judiciary have rarely
studied this question despite statutes being, theoretically, the primary opportunity for legislatures to ensure
that those individuals who interpret the law will follow their preferences. In Checking the Courts, Kirk A.
Randazzo and Richard W. Waterman offer a model that integrates ideological and legal factors through an
empirical measure of statutory discretion. The model is tested across multiple judicial institutions, at both the
federal and state levels, and reveals that judges are influenced by the levels of discretion afforded in the
legislative statutes. In those cases where lawmakers have clear policy preferences, legislation encourages
judges to strictly interpret the plain meaning of the law. Conversely, if policy preferences are unclear,
legislation leaves open the possibility that judges will make decisions based on their own ideological policy
preferences. Checking the Courts thus provides us with a better understanding of the dynamic interplay
between law and ideology.

“…the authors deserve much credit for the extensive and unquestionably time-consuming research reported
in this book.” — Criminal Law and Criminal Justice Books

Kirk A. Randazzo is Associate Professor of Political Science at the University of South Carolina and author
of Defenders of Liberty or Champions of Security? Federal Courts, the Hierarchy of Justice, and U.S.
Foreign Policy, also published by SUNY Press.

Richard W. Waterman is Professor of Political Science at the University of Kentucky and the author of
several books, including The Changing American Presidency: New Perspectives on Presidential Power.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Worsley:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Checking the Courts: Law,
Ideology, and Contingent Discretion (SUNY series in American Constitutionalism) is kind of reserve which
is giving the reader unstable experience.

Edward Carroll:

The e-book with title Checking the Courts: Law, Ideology, and Contingent Discretion (SUNY series in
American Constitutionalism) posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit
after read this book. This particular book exist new information the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of
the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in
your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Harry Cofield:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Checking the Courts: Law, Ideology, and Contingent Discretion (SUNY series in American
Constitutionalism) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every
aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a
book then become one type conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The Checking
the Courts: Law, Ideology, and Contingent Discretion (SUNY series in American Constitutionalism) giving
you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your
better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will
likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Esther Cunningham:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This e-book Checking the Courts: Law, Ideology, and Contingent
Discretion (SUNY series in American Constitutionalism) was filled regarding science. Spend your free time
to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has various feel when they
reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the



modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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