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Filled with a remarkable cast of characters and set against the backdrop of imperial Russia, this tale of
forbidden romance could be the stuff of a great historical novel. But in fact The Pearl tells a true tale,
reconstructed in part from archival documents that have lain untouched for centuries. Douglas Smith presents
the most complete and accurate account ever written of the illicit love between Count Nicholas Sheremetev
(1751-1809), Russia’s richest aristocrat, and Praskovia Kovalyova (1768-1803), his serf and the greatest
opera diva of her time.
 
Blessed with a beautiful voice, Praskovia began her training in Nicholas’s operatic company as a young girl.
Like all the members of Nicholas’s troupe, Praskovia was one of his own serfs. But unlike the others, she
utterly captured her master’s heart. The book reconstructs Praskovia’s stage career as “The Pearl” and the
heartbreaking details of her romance with Nicholas—years of torment before their secret marriage, the
outrage of the aristocracy when news of the marriage emerged, Praskovia’s death only days after delivering a
son, and the unyielding despair that followed Nicholas to the end of his life. Written with grace and style,
The Pearl sheds light on the world of the Russian aristocracy, music history, and Russian attitudes toward
serfdom. But above all, the book tells a haunting story of love against all odds.  
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From reader reviews:

Dewey Newkirk:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question since just
their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because
start from on guardería until university need this The Pearl: A True Tale of Forbidden Love in Catherine the
Great's Russia to read.

Tenesha Little:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This The Pearl: A True Tale of Forbidden Love in Catherine the Great's Russia
book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer regarding The Pearl: A True Tale of Forbidden Love in Catherine the Great's Russia content
conveys the idea easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content
but it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking The Pearl: A True Tale of Forbidden Love in
Catherine the Great's Russia is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Jesus Loveless:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their
interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Pearl: A True Tale of Forbidden Love in Catherine the Great's
Russia can make you really feel more interested to read.

Mildred Shaw:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book The Pearl: A True Tale of Forbidden Love
in Catherine the Great's Russia to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency
is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide
open a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve The Pearl: A True Tale of Forbidden Love in Catherine



the Great's Russia can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of
the time.
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