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Schwarz, founder of the groundbreaking Citizen Schools program, shares his vision for reducing
inequality by pairing successful adults with low-income students.
 
Parental wealth now predicts adult success more than at any point in the last hundred years. And yet as
debates about education rage on, and wealth-based achievement gaps grow, too many people fix the blame
on one of two convenient scapegoats: poverty or our public schools. But in fact, low-income kids are
learning more now than ever before. The real culprit for rising inequality, Eric Schwarz argues in The
Opportunity Equation, is that wealthier kids are learning much, much more—mostly outside of school. In
summer camps, robotics competitions, sessions with private tutors, and conversations around the dinner
table, children from more affluent families build the skills and social networks that propel them to success.
 
In The Opportunity Equation, Schwarz tells the story of how he founded the pioneering Citizen Schools
program to combat rising inequality by bringing these same opportunities to children who don’t have access
to them. By increasing learning time in schools and harnessing the power of an army of volunteers with
various skills and professional backgrounds—lawyers, engineers, carpenters, journalists, nonprofit leaders,
and grandmothers who sew—Citizen Schools offers after-school apprenticeships that provide the building
blocks for adult success.
 
Recounting the triumphs and setbacks he’s encountered in implementing the program, Schwarz shows that
some of the nation’s lowest-performing schools in its lowest-income cities can, with help, provide their
students with many of the same experiences wealthy communities afford to their children. The results have
been proven: in the dozen school districts, from New York to Oakland, that have partnered with Citizen
Schools, rates of attendance, proficiency, graduation, and college acceptance have gone up—and the
achievement gap closes.
 
At a time when many stakeholders in the education debates are looking for new, silver-bullet shortcuts to
educational excellence, Schwarz shows that the best solution is human-centered, rooted in the American
tradition of citizen voluntarism, and, most important, achievable. We can provide quality education for all
students and close the opportunity gap in this country—and we can do it together.
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From reader reviews:

Amado Spieker:

The book The Opportunity Equation: How Citizen Teachers Are Combating the Achievement Gap in
America's Schools make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot
more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem
together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Opportunity Equation: How Citizen
Teachers Are Combating the Achievement Gap in America's Schools being your habit, you can get much
more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like open and read a book The Opportunity Equation: How Citizen Teachers
Are Combating the Achievement Gap in America's Schools. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Daryl Glover:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Opportunity Equation: How Citizen
Teachers Are Combating the Achievement Gap in America's Schools book because book offers you rich
details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you
may already know.

Mary Wines:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this The Opportunity Equation: How Citizen Teachers Are Combating the Achievement Gap
in America's Schools, you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Heidi Garcia:

The Opportunity Equation: How Citizen Teachers Are Combating the Achievement Gap in America's
Schools can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away
because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put



every word into delight arrangement in writing The Opportunity Equation: How Citizen Teachers Are
Combating the Achievement Gap in America's Schools however doesn't forget the main point, giving the
reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This
great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.
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