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Among the hordes of starry-eyed 'argonauts' who flocked to the California gold rush of 1849 was an
Australian named Edward Hargraves. He left America empty-handed, only to find gold in his own backyard.
The result was the great Australian rush of the 1850s, which also attracted participants from around the
world. A South African named P.J. Marais was one of them. Marais too returned home in defeat - only to set
in motion the diamond and gold rushes that transformed southern Africa. And so it went.

Most previous historians of the gold rushes have tended to view them as acts of spontaneous nationalism.
Each country likes to see its own gold rush as the one that either shaped those that followed or epitomized all
the rest. InThe Gold Crusades: A Social History of Gold Rushes, 1849-1929, Douglas Fetherling takes a
different approach.

Fetherling argues that the gold rushes in the United States, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and South
Africa shared the same causes and results, the same characters and characteristics. He posits that they were in
fact a single discontinuous event, an expression of the British imperial experience and nineteenth-century
liberalism. He does so with dash and style and with a sharp eye for the telling anecdote, the out-of-the-way
document, and the bold connection between seemingly unrelated disciplines.

Originally published by Macmillan of Canada, 1988.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Casas:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject The Gold
Crusades: A Social History of Gold Rushes, 1849-1929 suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Gold Crusades: A Social History of Gold Rushes,
1849-1929is a single of several books that everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the
world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world within this book.

Charles Wilkerson:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time
to be learn. The Gold Crusades: A Social History of Gold Rushes, 1849-1929 can be your answer since it can
be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Richard Vazquez:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific The Gold Crusades: A Social History of
Gold Rushes, 1849-1929 can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you
have matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize,
by knowing more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have The
Gold Crusades: A Social History of Gold Rushes, 1849-1929.

Lawrence Weatherby:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
heart or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on
this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this The Gold Crusades: A Social History of Gold Rushes, 1849-1929 can make you really feel
more interested to read.
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