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Some cities, through hardship or glory or a combination of both, produce extraordinary women. Richmond in
the early twentieth century, dominated by its prominent families and still haunted by the ghosts of its
Confederate past, produced a galaxy of such characters, including Ellen Glasgow, Mary Cooke Branch
Munford, and Lila Meade Valentine. Elisabeth Scott Bocock, Victorian in values but modern in outlook,
carried on this tradition with her unique combination of family wealth and connections, boundless energy,
eccentricity, and visionary zeal. Her daughter Mary Buford Hitz's candid memoir reveals the pleasures and
frustrations of growing up with a woman who expected so much from her children and from the city whose
self-appointed guardian she became.

Elisabeth Bocock's vision was of a city that would take historic preservation seriously, of a society that
would accept the importance of conservation. Impatient with process and society's conventions, she used her
enormous personal magnetism to circumvent them when founding many of the institutions Richmond takes
for granted today. In the creation of the Historic Richmond Foundation, the Carriage Museum at Maymont,
the Hand Workshop, and the Virginia Chapter of the Nature Conservancy she played the dual roles of
visionary and bulldozer. While part of a tradition of strong southern women, Elisabeth Bocock's tactics were
unique, as she sought to convince others of both the practical and aesthetic links between preservation and
the environment.

One of the "five little Scotts," children of the founder of the investment firm Scott & Stringfellow, she grew
up with great privilege, and she schooled her children in how to take advantage of such privilege and how to
ignore it. Whether in their winter residence at 909 West Franklin Street in Richmond or at their summer
home, Royal Orchard, in the Blue Ridge Mountains, in her household she insisted both on achievement and
on avoiding boredom at all costs.

As Mary Buford Hitz recounts with intelligence and feeling, her mother often seemed like a natural force,
leveling anything that stood in its way but leaving in its wake a brighter, changed world. Never Ask
Permission is not only a daughter's honest portrait of a charismatic and difficult woman who broke the
threads of convention; in Elisabeth Scott Bocock we recognize the flawed but feisty, enduring character of
Richmond.
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From reader reviews:

David Martin:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Never Ask
Permission: Elisabeth Scott Bocock of Richmond, A Memoir by Mary Buford Hitz suitable to you? Often the
book was written by popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Never Ask Permission: Elisabeth
Scott Bocock of Richmond, A Memoir by Mary Buford Hitzis one of several books that everyone read now.
This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of
people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about this
world now. So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Joshua Mendez:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need
more time to be learn. Never Ask Permission: Elisabeth Scott Bocock of Richmond, A Memoir by Mary
Buford Hitz can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time
problems.

Frank Anderson:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Never Ask Permission: Elisabeth Scott
Bocock of Richmond, A Memoir by Mary Buford Hitz can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you
know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Karen Huff:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Never Ask Permission: Elisabeth Scott Bocock of
Richmond, A Memoir by Mary Buford Hitz can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this
one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend
doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have
Never Ask Permission: Elisabeth Scott Bocock of Richmond, A Memoir by Mary Buford Hitz.
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