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Reprimand a class comic, restrain a bully, dismiss a student for brazen attire--and you may be facing a
lawsuit, costly regardless of the result. This reality for today's teachers and administrators has made the issue
of school discipline more difficult than ever before--and public education thus more precarious. This is the
troubling message delivered in Judging School Discipline, a powerfully reasoned account of how decades of
mostly well-intended litigation have eroded the moral authority of teachers and principals and degraded the
quality of American education.

Judging School Discipline casts a backward glance at the roots of this dilemma to show how a laudable
concern for civil liberties forty years ago has resulted in oppressive abnegation of adult responsibility now.
In a rigorous analysis enriched by vivid descriptions of individual cases, the book explores 1,200 cases in
which a school's right to control students was contested.

Richard Arum and his colleagues also examine several decades of data on schools to show striking and
widespread relationships among court leanings, disciplinary practices, and student outcomes; they argue that
the threat of lawsuits restrains teachers and administrators from taking control of disorderly and even
dangerous situations in ways the public would support.
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Reviews of this book:



This interesting study casts a critical eye on the American legal system, which [Arum] sees as having
undermined the ability of teachers and administrators to socialize teenagers...Arum, it must be pointed out, is
adamantly opposed to such measures as zero tolerance, which, he insists, often results in unfair and excessive
punishment. What he wisely calls for is not authoritarianism, but for school folks to regain a sense of moral
authority so that they can act decisively in matters of school discipline without having to look over their
shoulders.
--David Ruenzel, Teacher Magazine

Reviews of this book:
Arum's book should be compulsory reading for the legal profession; they need to recognise the long-term
effects of their judgments on the climate of schools and the way in which judgments in favour of individual
rights can reduce the moral authority of schools in disciplining errant students. But the author is no copybook
conservative, and he is as critical of the Right's get-tough, zero-tolerance authoritarianism as he is of what he
eloquently describes as the 'marshmallow effect' of liberal reformers, pushing the rules to their limits and
tolerating increased misconduct.
--John Dunford, Times Educational Supplement [UK]

Reviews of this book:
[Arum] argues that discipline is often ineffective because schools' legitimacy and moral authority have been
eroded. He holds the courts responsible, because they have challenged schools' legal and moral authority,
supporting this claim by examining over 6,200 state and federal appellate court decisions from 1960 to 1992.
In describing the structure of these decisions, Arum provides interesting insights into school disciplinary
practices and the law.
--P. M. Socoski, Choice

Reviews of this book:
Arum's careful analysis of school discipline becomes so focused and revealing that the ideological
boundaries of the debate seem almost to have been suspended. The result is a rich and original book, bold,
important, useful, and--as this combination of attributes might suggest--surprising...Many years...
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From reader reviews:

Eric Fincher:

The book Judging School Discipline make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem
together with your subject. If you can make examining a book Judging School Discipline to become your
habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about many
or all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide open and read a publication Judging School
Discipline. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you
think about this book?

Marilyn Leonard:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Judging
School Discipline, you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge
can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Margaret Padua:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended for you is Judging School Discipline this book consist a lot of the information with the
condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology
styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when
he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.

Donald Shelton:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This publication Judging School Discipline was filled about science. Spend your time to
add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they
reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the
modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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