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Squeezed between Colombia in the north and Peru in the south, Ecuador is named for its location on the
Equator and has a landscape so varied that it has been described as a microcosm of every microclimate found
in South America. This diversity makes it a magnet for tourists, mountain trekkers, volunteers, and
increasing numbers of US retirees looking for a warm, culturally interesting, economical, and safe place to
spend much of their time. The country is booming, thanks to high oil prices and investment in tourism, and a
massive infrastructure program and the poverty-reduction measures launched by President Rafael Correa
have endeared him to the poorest in society.
 
Ecuador’s multiethnic population reflects a unique blend of cultures, from traditionally dressed mountain
peoples, whose ancestors inhabited their highland villages before the arrival of the Incas, to the Afro-
Ecuadorians of Esmeraldas and the Chota Valley and the tribal peoples of the Amazonian rainforest. The
Ecuadorians are proud, friendly, hospitable, and hardworking, but to know them well the foreign visitor
needs to understand the complex historical divisions between the highlands and the coast, and the rigid class
and racial hierarchy that has shaped the country’s history.
 
Culture Smart! Ecuador takes you beyond the usual descriptions of where to go and what to see, and gives
you an insider’s view of the people, their history, their food, and their culture. Special sections are designed
to help food lovers get the most out of the menu, assist business travelers to gain an edge on the competition,
and show expats, volunteers, and visitors how to meet and get on well with the Ecuadorians, who are as
diverse and varied as the country’s amazing geography.
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From reader reviews:

Jackson Ponce:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Ecuador - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to
Customs & Culture will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can
know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable
book with you?

Tony Hill:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the guide untitled Ecuador - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to
Customs & Culture can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

James Murray:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is usually Ecuador - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture.

Robin Norfleet:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from the
book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. In this modern
era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying
to find the Ecuador - Culture Smart!: The Essential Guide to Customs & Culture when you essential it?
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