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Dante is one of the towering figures of medieval European literature. Yet many riddles and questions about
him persist. By re-reading Dante with an open mind, Barbara Reynolds made remarkable discoveries and
unlocked previously hidden secrets about this greatest of Florentine poets. A fundamental enigma has
tantalised readers of the 'Commedia' for seven centuries. Who was the leader prophesied by Virgil and
Beatrice to bring peace to the world? Many attempts have been made to identify him, but none has seemed
conclusive - until now. As well as proposing a solution to the famous prophecies, this lively, engaging and
elegantly-written biography contains a provocative new idea in virtually every chapter.

Dr Reynolds' research indicates that Dante smoked cannabis to reach new heights of creativity. That
Beatrice, Dante's great love, was not who most scholars think she was. That Dante was a talented public
speaker, who created a quite new form of poetic art, holding audiences spellbound. Above all, Reynolds
views Dante as one of the greatest spin-doctors of Western civilization. His aim was not to preach an
interesting parable about punishments for sin and rewards for virtue. It was to use poetry to change the
politics of the age, and unite Europe around the secular authority of an Emperor. To promote this idea, which
dominated his writings from his exile onwards, Dante combined it with a dramatic presentation of the
Christian belief in Hell, Purgatory and Heaven. Vividly told in the first person, with a colour and immediacy
derived from the pop art of street narrators - now made to seem respectable by its use of classical
predecessors like Virgil - this extraordinary journey through the three realms was always profoundly political
in intent.

Dante here comes alive as never before: irate, opinionated, settling scores - a man of mutifaceted gifts and
extraordinary genius, whose role as an interpreter of world history makes him more than ever relevant to the
new millennium.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Maurer:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
any time those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Dante: The Poet, the Thinker, the Man as the daily
resource information.

Daniel Starnes:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Dante: The Poet, the
Thinker, the Man suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The
actual book untitled Dante: The Poet, the Thinker, the Manis one of several books that everyone read now.
That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the
new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all
of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a lot of information about
this world now. In order to see the represented of the world within this book.

Carol Benally:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Dante: The Poet, the Thinker,
the Man can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications
have than the others?

Alfred Gates:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So
you know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims Dante: The
Poet, the Thinker, the Man.
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