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Doña Ramona Benítez Franco was born in 1902 on her parents' Arizona ranch and celebrated her
hundredth birthday with family and friends in 2002, still living in her family's century-old adobe house.
Doña Ramona witnessed many changes in the intervening years, but her memories of the land and customs
she knew as a child are indelible. For Doña Ramona as well as for countless generations of Mexican
Americans, memories of rural life recall la querida tierra, the beloved land. Through good times and bad, the
land provided sustenance. Today, many of those homesteads and ranches have succumbed to bulldozers that
have brought housing projects and strip malls in their wake.

Now a writer and a photographer who have long been intimately involved with Arizona's Hispanic
community have preserved the voices and images of men and women who are descendants of pioneer
ranching and farming families in southern Arizona. Ranging from Tucson to the San Rafael Valley and
points in between, this book documents the contributions of Mexican American families whose history and
culture are intertwined with the lifestyle of the contemporary Southwest. These were hardy, self-reliant
pioneers who settled in what were then remote areas. Their stories tell of love affairs with the land and a way
of life that is rapidly disappearing. Through oral histories and a captivating array of historic and
contemporary photos, Beloved Land records a vibrant and resourceful way of life that has contributed so
much to the region. Individuals like Doña Ramona tell stories about rural life, farming, ranching, and
vaquero culture that enrich our knowledge of settlement, culinary practices, religious traditions, arts, and
education of Hispanic settlers of Arizona. They talk frankly about how the land changed hands—not always
by legal means—and tell how they feel about modern society and the disappearance of the rural lifestyle.

"Our ranch homes and fields, our chapels and corrals may have been bulldozed by progress or renovated into
spas and guest ranches that never whisper our ancestors' names," writes Patricia Preciado Martin. "The story
of our beautiful and resilient heritage will never be silenced . . . as long as we always remember to run our
fingers through the nourishing and nurturing soil of our history." Beloved Land works that soil as it
revitalizes that history for the generations to come.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Weathers:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Beloved Land: An Oral History of Mexican Americans in
Southern Arizona. Try to make the book Beloved Land: An Oral History of Mexican Americans in Southern
Arizona as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you sense alone and beside that of course
make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

James Williams:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Beloved Land: An Oral History of Mexican
Americans in Southern Arizona as your daily resource information.

Jeffrey Martinez:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Beloved Land: An
Oral History of Mexican Americans in Southern Arizona which is having the e-book version. So , why not
try out this book? Let's find.

Gordon Lipsky:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Beloved Land: An Oral History of Mexican
Americans in Southern Arizona was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Beloved Land: An Oral History of Mexican Americans in Southern Arizona has many kinds or category.
Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy,
fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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