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What makes fashionistas willing to pay a small fortune for a particular designer accessory -- a luxe handbag,
for example? Why is it that people all over the world share the conviction that a special occasion only
becomes really special when a champagne cork pops -- and even more special when that cork comes from a
bottle of Dom Pérignon? Why are diamonds the status symbol gemstone, instantly signifying wealth, power,
and even emotional commitment?
One of the foremost authorities on seventeenth-century French culture provides the answer to these and other
fascinating questions in her account of how, at one glittering moment in history, the French under Louis XIV
set the standards of sophistication, style, and glamour that still rule our lives today.
Joan DeJean explains how a handsome and charismatic young king with a great sense of style and an even
greater sense of history decided to make both himself and his country legendary. When the reign of Louis
XIV began, his nation had no particular association with elegance, yet by its end, the French had become
accepted all over the world as the arbiters in matters of taste and style and had established a dominance in the
luxury trade that continues to this day. DeJean takes us back to the birth of haute cuisine, the first appearance
of celebrity hairdressers, chic cafes, nightlife, and fashion in elegant dress that extended well beyond the
limited confines of court circles. And Paris was the magical center -- the destination of travelers all across
Europe.
As the author observes, without the Sun King's program for redefining France as the land of luxury and
glamour, there might never have been a Stork Club, a Bergdorf Goodman, a Chez Panisse, or a Cristophe of
Beverly Hills -- and President Clinton would never have dreamed of holding Air Force One on the tarmac of
LAX for an hour while Cristophe worked his styling genius on the president's hair.
Written with wit, dash, and élan by an author who knows this astonishing true story better than virtually
anyone, The Essence of Style will delight fans of history and everybody who wonders about the elusive
definition of good taste.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Grant:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
while those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Essence of Style: How the French
Invented High Fashion, Fine Food, Chic Cafes, Style, Sophistication, and Glamour as the daily resource
information.

Latosha Page:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this The
Essence of Style: How the French Invented High Fashion, Fine Food, Chic Cafes, Style, Sophistication, and
Glamour, you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can
inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Margaret Cardwell:

This The Essence of Style: How the French Invented High Fashion, Fine Food, Chic Cafes, Style,
Sophistication, and Glamour is great reserve for you because the content that is full of information for you
who also always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it
details accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling sentences within it. So if you
are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Essence of Style:
How the French Invented High Fashion, Fine Food, Chic Cafes, Style, Sophistication, and Glamour in your
hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve
that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Lawrence Pomerleau:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information



easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book,
and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is The Essence of Style: How the French Invented High Fashion, Fine Food, Chic
Cafes, Style, Sophistication, and Glamour this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of
this world now. This particular book was represented how do the world has grown up. The words styles that
writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes
this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.
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