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Best known for her Oscar-nominated roles in the smash hits Paper Moon and Blazing Saddles, Madeline
Kahn (1942–1999) was one of the most popular comedians of her time—and one of the least understood. She
turned out as reserved and refined as her characters were bold and bawdy. Almost a Method actor in her
approach, she took her work seriously. When crew members and audiences laughed, she asked why—as if
they were laughing at her—and all her life she remained unsure of her gifts.

William V. Madison examines Kahn’s film career, including not only her triumphs with Mel Brooks and
Peter Bogdanovich, but also her overlooked performances in The Adventure of Sherlock Holmes’ Smarter
Brother and Judy Berlin, her final film. Her work in television—notably her sitcoms—also comes into focus.
New York theater showered her with accolades, but also with remarkably bad luck, culminating in a
disastrous outing in On the Twentieth Century that wrecked her reputation on Broadway. Only with her
Tony-winning performance in The Sisters Rosensweig, fifteen years later, did Kahn regain her standing.

Drawing on new interviews with family, friends, and such colleagues as Lily Tomlin, Carol Burnett, Gene
Wilder, Harold Prince, and Eileen Brennan, as well as archival press and private writings, Madison uncovers
Kahn’s lonely childhood and her struggles as a single woman working to provide for her erratic mother.
Above all, Madison reveals the paramount importance of music in Kahn’s life. A talented singer, Kahn
entertained offers for operatic engagements long after she was an established Hollywood star, and she treated
each script as a score. As Kahn told one friend, her ambition was “to be the music.”
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From reader reviews:

Kathy Hunnicutt:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Madeline Kahn: Being the Music, A Life
(Hollywood Legends Series) book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this
book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Joshua Allen:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of many
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this Madeline Kahn: Being the Music, A Life (Hollywood Legends Series), you can tells
your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a reserve.

Shannon Palmer:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this Madeline
Kahn: Being the Music, A Life (Hollywood Legends Series).

Hattie Godfrey:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your own
personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the publication untitled Madeline Kahn: Being the Music, A Life (Hollywood Legends Series)



can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.
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