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What is the fascination that decollation holds for us, as individuals and as a culture? Why does the idea make
us laugh and the act make us close our eyes? Losing Our Heads explores in both artistic and cultural
contexts the role of the chopped-off head. It asks why the practice of decapitation was once so widespread,
why it has diminished—but not, as scenes from contemporary Iraq show, completely disappeared—and why
we find it so peculiarly repulsive that we use it as a principal marker to separate ourselves from a more
“barbaric”or “primitive” past?

Although the topic is grim, Regina Janes’s treatment and conclusions are neither grisly nor gruesome, but
continuously instructive about the ironies of humanity’s cultural nature. Bringing to bear an array of
evidence, the book argues that the human ability to create meaning from the body motivates the practice of
decapitation, its diminution, the impossibility of its extirpation, and its continuing fascination. Ranging from
antiquity to the late nineteenth-century passion for Salomé and John the Baptist, and from the enlightenment
to postcolonial Africa’s challenge to the severed head as sign of barbarism, Losing Our Heads opens new
areas of investigation, enabling readers to understand the shock of decapitation and to see the value in
moving past shock to analysis. Written with penetrating wit and featuring striking illustrations, it is sure to
captivate anyone interested in his or her head.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Moffatt:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for people. The book Losing Our Heads: Beheadings in Literature and
Culture was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is
quite advantages for you. The e-book Losing Our Heads: Beheadings in Literature and Culture is not only
giving you considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you really feel bored. You
can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book
Losing Our Heads: Beheadings in Literature and Culture. You never sense lose out for everything in case
you read some books.

Alice Winfield:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Losing Our Heads: Beheadings in Literature and Culture book is
readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.
The writer of Losing Our Heads: Beheadings in Literature and Culture content conveys the idea easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Losing Our Heads: Beheadings in Literature and
Culture is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Richard Graham:

The e-book with title Losing Our Heads: Beheadings in Literature and Culture posesses a lot of information
that you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read
the idea anywhere you want.

Mary Adamczyk:

You can spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Losing Our Heads: Beheadings in Literature
and Culture is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did
not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to
read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.
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