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Walk into your local grocery store and down the produce aisle, and you’ll find a dazzling array of citrus,
from navel oranges and clementines to grapefruit and key limes—and sometimes even more exotic fare like
the Japanese yuzu or the baboon lemon. Nearly 100 million tons of citrus are produced globally every year,
but where did these fruits first come from? How did they find their way into the Western world? And how
did they become both a culinary and cultural phenomenon?
           
Pierre Laszlo here traces the spectacular rise and spread of citrus across the globe: from Southeast Asia in
4000 BC through North Africa and the Roman Empire to early modern Spain and Portugal, whose explorers
introduced the fruits to the Americas during the 1500s. Blending scientific rigor with personal curiosity,
Citrus ransacks over two millennia of world history, exploring the numerous roles that citrus has played in
agriculture, horticulture, cooking, nutrition, religion, and art—from the Jewish feast of the Tabernacles
through the gardens and courts of Versailles to the canvasses of Vincent van Gogh to the orange groves of
southern California and the juicing industry of today.

“Laszlo . . . has approached the lore of citrus fruit with the élan of a master chef (the man is French, after
all), mixing history, economics, biology and chemistry to produce a book that will bring a smile to readers of
every taste.”—Natural History
 
“Altogether charming, eccentric, erudite, and definitely worth the price.”—Times Higher Education
Supplement
 
“Stimulating. . . . Laszlo shows that the citrus fruit ‘is a treasure trove of chemicals that are highly useful to
humankind’—which also happens to taste wonderful.”—Sunday Times (UK)
 
“A short but brilliant account of 6,000 years of citrus fruits that should be devoured with fervor.”—Financial
Times
 
“Did you know there are a billion citrus trees under cultivation, or that grapefruit juice may potentiate the
effects of Viagra? Citrus mines over two millennia of history to explore the spread of these fruits out of Asia,
their commercialization in the United States, and enduring symbolism the world over.”—New Scientist
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From reader reviews:

Susan Scott:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Citrus: A History will make you to
become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you
think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought
like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable book with you?

Robert Eslinger:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Citrus: A History as the daily resource information.

Betty Dansby:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Citrus: A History that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be
said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the
world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants
to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick
Citrus: A History become your starter.

Alex Tipton:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Citrus: A History or perhaps others
sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read
more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those books are helping them
to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Citrus: A
History to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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