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California has always been our Shangri-la-the promised land of countless pilgrimsin search of the American
Dream. Now the Golden State’ s premier historian, Kevin Starr, distills the entire sweep of California’s
history into one splendid volume. From the age of exploration to the age of Arnold, thisisthe story of a
place at once quintessentially American and utterly unique.

Arguing that America’ s most populous state has always been blessed with both spectacular natural beauty
and astonishing human diversity, Starr unfolds a rapid-fire epic of discovery, innovation, catastrophe, and
triumph.

For generations, California s native peoples basked in the abundance of a climate and topography eminently
suited to human habitation. By the time the Spanish arrived in the early sixteenth century, there were scores
of autonomous tribes were thriving in the region. Though conquest was rapid, nearly two centuries passed
before Spain exerted control over upper California through the chain of missions that stand to this day.

The discovery of gold in January 1848 changed everything. With population increasing exponentially as get-
rich-quick dreamers converged from all over the world, Californiareinvented itself overnight. Starr deftly
traces the successive waves of innovation and calamity that have broken over the state since then-the
incredible wealth of the Big Four railroad tycoons and the devastating San Francisco earthquake of 1906; the
emergence of Hollywood as the world' s entertainment capital and of Silicon Valley as the center of high-
tech research and development; the heroic irrigation and transportation projects that have altered the face of
the region; the role of labor, both organized and migrant, in key industries from agriculture to aerospace.

Kevin Starr has devoted his career to the history of his beloved state, but he has never lost his sense of
wonder over California s sheer abundance and peerless variety. This one-volume digtillation of alifetime’s

work gathers together everything that is most important, most fascinating, and most revealing about our
greatest state.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:
James Ray:

In other case, little persons like to read book California: A History (Modern Library Chronicles Series Book
23). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important the book California: A History (Modern Library Chronicles Series Book 23). Y ou can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because
from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open abook or even
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's read.

Martin Phair:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for awhile isreading. Yes, by
reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific California: A History (Modern Library
Chronicles Series Book 23) book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Cheree Rodriquez:

Now aday those who Living in the erajust where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How individualsto be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this California: A History (Modern
Library Chronicles Series Book 23) book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees thereis no doubt in it you know.

Everette Murray:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from abook. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news.
Within this modern eralike now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the California: A History (Modern Library Chronicles Series Book 23) when you required it?
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