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A Class by Herself explores the historical role and influence of protective legislation for American women
workers, both as a step toward modern labor standards and as a barrier to equal rights. Spanning the
twentieth century, the book tracks the rise and fall of women-only state protective laws—such as maximum
hour laws, minimum wage laws, and night work laws—from their roots in progressive reform through the
passage of New Deal labor law to the feminist attack on single-sex protective laws in the 1960s and 1970s.

Nancy Woloch considers the network of institutions that promoted women-only protective laws, such as the
National Consumers' League and the federal Women's Bureau; the global context in which the laws arose;
the challenges that proponents faced; the rationales they espoused; the opposition that evolved; the impact of
protective laws in ever-changing circumstances; and their dismantling in the wake of Title VII of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964. Above all, Woloch examines the constitutional conversation that the laws
provoked—the debates that arose in the courts and in the women's movement. Protective laws set precedents
that led to the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 and to current labor law; they also sustained a tradition of
gendered law that abridged citizenship and impeded equality for much of the century.

Drawing on decades of scholarship, institutional and legal records, and personal accounts, A Class by Herself
sets forth a new narrative about the tensions inherent in women-only protective labor laws and their
consequences.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Hill:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve A Class by Herself: Protective Laws
for Women Workers, 1890s-1990s (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) will make you to
always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of
you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Edward Johnson:

The reserve untitled A Class by Herself: Protective Laws for Women Workers, 1890s-1990s (Politics and
Society in Twentieth-Century America) is the publication that recommended to you you just read. You can
see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of research
when write the book, so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-
book of A Class by Herself: Protective Laws for Women Workers, 1890s-1990s (Politics and Society in
Twentieth-Century America) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Robert King:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours
a day to reading a e-book. The book A Class by Herself: Protective Laws for Women Workers, 1890s-1990s
(Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart
phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.

Sue Eldred:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but novel and A Class by Herself: Protective Laws for Women
Workers, 1890s-1990s (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) or even others sources were
given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and
more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping



them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes A
Class by Herself: Protective Laws for Women Workers, 1890s-1990s (Politics and Society in Twentieth-
Century America) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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