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Assuming no prior knowledge, Understanding Syntax illustrates the major concepts, categories and
terminology associated with the study of cross-linguistic syntax. A theory-neutral and descriptive viewpoint
is taken throughout. Starting with an overview of what syntax is, the book moves on to an explanation of
word classes (such as noun, verb, adjective) and then to a discussion of sentence structure in the world’s
languages. Grammatical constructions and relationships between words in a clause are explained and
thoroughly illustrated, including grammatical relations such as subject and object; function-changing
processes such as the passive and antipassive; case and agreement processes, including both ergative and
accusative alignments; verb serialization; head-marking and dependent-marking grammars; configurational
and non-configurational languages; questions and relative clauses. The final chapter explains and illustrates
the principles involved in writing a brief syntactic sketch of a language, enabling the reader to construct a
grammatical sketch of a language known to them. Data from approximately 100 languages appears in the
text, with languages representing widely differing geographical areas and distinct language families. The
book will be essential for courses in cross-linguistic syntax, language typology, and linguistic fieldwork, as
well as for basic syntactic description.
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From reader reviews:

Eva Dawson:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for us. The book Understanding Syntax (Understanding Language)
had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The reserve Understanding Syntax (Understanding Language) is not only giving you a
lot more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal
spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the book Understanding Syntax
(Understanding Language). You never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Benjamin Manno:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with
their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is
this Understanding Syntax (Understanding Language).

Dennis Ramirez:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or all their
friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic within the park. They
actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your personal free
time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing
you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out look for book, may be
the publication untitled Understanding Syntax (Understanding Language) can be fine book to read. May be it
may be best activity to you.

Desiree Grajeda:

This Understanding Syntax (Understanding Language) is completely new way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
Understanding Syntax (Understanding Language) can be the light food in your case because the information
inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is reachable
by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even
dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for



your better life and also knowledge.
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